1. SUPERSTITIONS DIE HARD

Mr. Henry Eaton writes from California:*

This letter betrays two superstitions. One of them isthat Indiais
unfit to govern herself because she cannot defend herself and is torn
with internal dissensions. The writer gratuitously assumes that if
Britain withdraws Russia is ready to pounce upon India. Thisis an
insult to Russia. Is Russia’'s one business to rule over those peoples
who are not ruled by Britain? And if Russia has such nefarious
designs upon India, does not the writer see that the same power that
will oust the British from domination is bound to prevent any other
domination? If the control is handed to India's representatives by
agreement, there must be some condition whereby Britain will
guarantee protection from foreign aggression as a penance for her
conscious or unconscious neglect during all these past years to fit
India for defending herself.

Personally, even under agreement, | should rely more upon the
capacity of the nation to offer civil resistance to any aggressor as it
did last year with partial success in the case of the British occupier.
Complete success awaits complete assimilation of non-violence in
thought, word and deed by the nation. An ocular demonstration of the
success of nationwide satyagraha must be a prelude to its worldwide
acceptance and hence as a natural corollary to the admission of the
futility of armament. The only antidote to armament which is the
visible symbol of violence is satyagraha the visible symbol of
non-violence. But the writer is oppressed also by the fear of our dis-
sensions. In the first place they are grossly exaggerated in transmis-
sion to the Wedt. In the second place, they are hardened during
foreign control. Imperial rule means divide et impera. They must
therefore melt with the withdrawal of the frigid foreign rule and the
introduction of the warmth giving sunshine of real freedom.

The second superstition is harder still. | mean that about the
spinning wheel. Thisis shared by some even in India. The writer begs
the question when he calls the method of machinery enlightened and
that of the hand ignorant. It has still to be proved that displacement of
the hand by the machine is ablessing in every case. Nor isit true that

'The letter is not reproduced here.
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that which is easy is better than that which is hard. It is still less proved
that every change is a blessing or that everything old is fit only to be
discarded.

| hold that the machinery method is harmful when the same
thing can be done easily by millions of hands not otherwise occupied.
It is any day better and safer for the millions spread in the seven
hundred thousand villages of India scattered over an area nineteen
hundred miles long and fifteen hundred broad that they manufacture
their clothing in their own villages even as they prepare their own
food. These villages cannot retain the freedom they have enjoyed
from time immemorial, if they do not control the production of prime
necessaries of life. Western observers hastily argue from Western
conditions that what may be true of them must be true of India where
conditions are different in so many material respects. Applications of
the laws of economics must vary with varying conditions.

The machinery method is no doubt easy. But it is not
necessarily ablessing on that account. The descent to a certain placeis
easy but dangerous. The method of the hand is a blessing, in the
present case at any rate, because it is hard. If the craze for the
machinery method continues, it is highly likely that atime will come
when we shall be so incapacitated and weak that we shall begin to
curse ourselves for having forgotten the use of the living machines
given to us by God. Millions cannot keep themselves fit by games and
athletics. And why should they exchange the useful, productive, hardy
occupations for the useless, unproductive and expensive games and
exercises? They are all right today for a change and recreation. They
will jar upon us when they become a necessary occupation in order
that we may have the appetite for eating the food in the production of
which we had no hand or part.

Lastly, | do not subscribe to the belief that everything old is bad.
Truth is old and difficult. Untruth has many attractions. But | would
gladly go back to the very old Golden Age of Truth. Good old brown
bread is any day superior to the pasty white bread which has lost
much of its nutritive value in going through the various processes of
refinement. The list of old and yet good things can be endlessly
multiplied. The spinning-wheel is one such thing, at any rate, for
India.

When India becomes self-supporting, self-reliant and proof
against temptations and exploitation, she will cease to be the object of
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greedy attraction for any power in the West or the East and will then
fed secure without having to carry the burden of expensive
armament. Her internal economy will be India’s strongest bulwark
against aggression.

Young India, 2-7-1931

2. POWER NOT AN END

Sjt. Satyamurti writes:*

| write to you about the article “ Substance Not Shadow” by you, in the
Young India, of the 18th June. The first sentence which causes me some doubt
and anxiety is, “My proposition therefore before the Working Committee was
that agreed settlement failing, the Congress should give up the hope of
winning a swarg constitution by the way of the present Round Table
Conference and should wait till all the communities were satisfied to adopt a
purely national solution.” Does this not mean a charter for extreme
communalists to go on obstructing? . . .

But the sentence which causes me grave anxiety is that which ends as
follows: “We can gain our end without political power and by directly acting
upon the powers that be.” |1 would add the following sentences also from your
article in order to make my doubts clear to you. “One form of direct action is
adult suffrage. The second and more potent form is satyagraha. It can easily be
shown that whatever is needful and can be gained by political power can
perhaps be more quickly and more certainly gained by satyagraha.” | venture
to join issue with you. | was always and am today under the impression that
what the Congress wants is political power more than anything else. And,
concretely speaking, prohibition can be more easily brought about by State
action than by peaceful picketing. Khaddar and swadeshi cloth can be spread
better and more quickly by State action than by peaceful picketing, and the
necessary reforms embodied in the Karachi resolution on Fundamental Rights
can be enforced only by a swaraj Government.

In any case, | do not see why the nation should not concentrate all its
energies today, upon the gaining of political power.

To me, politieal power is the substance, and all other reforms can and
ought to wait. . . .
| am thankful for this letter. It enables me more clearly than |

have been able to explain my position.
My implicit faith in non-violence does mean yielding to
minorities when they are really weak. The best way to weaken

'Only extracts are reproduced here.
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communalistsistoyield to them. Resistance will only rouse their
suspicion and strengthen their opposition. A satyagrahi resists when
thereis threat of force behind obstruction. | know that | do not carry
the Congressmen in general with mein this what to me appears as very
sensible and practical point of view. But if we are to come to swargj
through non-violent means, | know that this point of view will be
accepted.

Now for Sjt. Satyamurti’s second difficulty. To me politica
power is not an end but one of the means of enabling people to better
their condition in every department of life. Politica power means
capacity to regulate national life through national representatives. If
national life becomes so perfect as to become self-regulated, no re-
presentation is necessary. There is then a state of enlightened anarchy.
In such a state everyone is his own ruler. He rules himself in such a
manner that he is never a hindrance to his neighbour. In the ideal state
therefore there is no political power because there is no State. But the
ideal is never fully realized in life. Hence the classical statement of
Thoreau that that Government is best which governs the |east.

If then | want political power, it isfor the sake of the reforms for
which the Congress stands. Therefore when the energy to be spent in
gaining that power means so much loss of energy required for the
reforms, as threatens to be the case if the country isto engagein a
duel with the Mussalmans or Sikhs, | would most decidedly advise the
country to let the Mussalmans and Sikhs take all the power and |
would go on with developing the reforms.

If we were to analyse the activities of the Congress during the
past twelve years, we would discover that the capacity of the Congress
to take political power has increased in exact proportion to its ability
to achieve success in the constructive effort. That is to me the
substance of political power. Actual taking over of the Government
machinery is but a shadow, an emblem. And it could easily be a
burden if it came as a gift from without, the people having made no
effort to deserveit.

It is now perhaps easy to realize the truth of my statement that
the needful can be ‘gained more quickly and more certainly by
satyagraha than by political power.” Legislation in advance of public
opinion has often been demonstrated to be futile. Legal prohibition of
theft in a country in which the vast majority are thieves would be
futile. Picketing and the other popular activities are therefore the real
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thing. If political power was athing apart from these reforms, we
would have to suspend latter and concentrate on the former. But we
have followed the contrary course. We have everywhere emphasized
the necessity of carrying on the constructive activities as being the
means of.attaining swarg. | am convinced that whenever legal
prohibition of drinks, drugs and foreign cloth comes, it will come
because public opinion had demanded it. It may be said that public
opinion demands it today but the foreign Government does not
respond. Thisis only partly right. Public opinion in this country is
only now becoming a vital force and developing the real sanction
which is satyagraha.

Young India, 2-7-1931

3. KISAN'STROUBLESIN THE U.P.

The reader will recall the allegations published last week* against
a zamindar of avillage in Unao. Thistime | have more serious news
involving Government officials in the instigation of zamindars and
talugdars. Here are copies of two authentic confidential circulars’ to
zamindars signed by the Deputy Commissioner of Rae-Bareli.

Confidential DepUTY COMMISSIONER’ S OFFICE,
D.O. 12/6 RAE BARELI,
June 19, 1931

MY DEAR. . °

It is proposed to prosecute certain agitators of the . . *. police circle. | shall be
obliged if you will kindly give all possible help to. . .° police.

Will you please issue instructions accordingly to your agents, i.e., managers,
ziledars, etc. ?

Any objectionable activities of the Congress or Kisan Sabha or Panchayats
directed either against Landlords or Government, should be likewise reported at
the . . ® thana.

'Vide “ Serious Allegations”, 25-6-1931
2 Only excerpts are reproduced here.

® Blank as in the source

*ibid

®ibid

®ibid
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Y ou should direct your employees to act promptly and energetically and
fearlessly in this matter.

Yours sincerely,
D.O. No.11 DePUTY COMMISSIONER' S OFFICE,
RAE BARELI,
June 19, 1931

MY DEAR . . . .
| find that the balance outstanding against you on account of kharif

arrears and rabi demand excluding Remissions granted by Government isRs. .

.2 Thisisavery large amount. In view of the special difficulties of the year, |

have already allowed you sufficient time. | shall be grateful, if you will kindly

pay up at least half of this balance by the end of this month—the rest

thereafter as soon as possible. . . .

These circulars clearly betray hostility towards the Congress and
Kisan Sabhas and invite the talugdars to strong action against the
kisans, promising Government help to them in their measures. We all
know what such circulars mean. They imply much more than the
words mean. They imply freedom to the addresseesto do as they
choose.

And why are these circulars confidential ? I's there anything for
the U.P. Government or the Deputy Commissioner to be ashamed of ?
Or are they confidential because the circulars are aveiled incitement
to violence? In my opinion the circulars constitute a clear breach of
the Settlement. These circulars explain why the following extraordi-
nary notice® was served on Congress workers in that district.

At the time of writing | have information that this notice has
been withdrawn. This notice would have meant compl ete stoppage of
al Congress activities, as if the Government was at war with the
Congress. It was a gross and glaring breach of the Settlement. For
better or for worse there is at present peace between the Government
and the Congress. And the Provincial Governments and district
officials are bound to respect it. If they do not like it, or if they think
that the Congress is not playing the game, they should ask the Central
Government to denounce the Settlement. | may inform the reader that
even with reference to this order so manifestly contrary to the
Settlement, | had advised that, till | had the opportunity of
approaching the Central Government and the Working Committee had

! Blank asin the source

%ibid

® Not reproduced here. The District Magistrate, Rae Bareli, had ordered the
Congress workers to abstain from speaking or writing anything on the agrarian or
political situation of the district.
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decided, no one should disobey the order. | am glad therefore that the
U.P. Government have withdrawn the order. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
had drawn in forcible terms the attention of the U.P. Government to
the order.

This withdrawal should be followed by the withdrawals of the
confidential circulars and the policy they adumbrate. When | was in
Nainital, | was reliably informed that the U.P. Government’s policy
was not to take sides. They had instructed district officers to observe
perfect neutrality between the zamindars and the kisans. But this
policy has evidently been revised as will appear from the following
condensed summary* of areport before me.

I have omitted some painful details of this painful story of a
broken pact.

To complete the picture | may mention that | have seen copies
of notices served perhaps by the thousand on kisans warning them
that they will incur the liability to prosecution if they had dealings
with particular Congressmen.

And all this after the descent of the Deputy Commissioner from
Nainital whereto he had been summoned to see H.E. the Governor! |
hope that there is no connection between the studied terrorism which
the foregoing narrative proves and the Nainital visit. Be that as it may,
there should be no haste on the part of Congressmen, there should be
no breaches of orderstill the Working Committee has considered the
situation. It meets on the 7th instant and will consider the
extraordinary situation that is developing in several provinces.

Young India, 2-7-1931

4. YOUNG EUROPEANS

It was a matter of pleasure to me as | know it was to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel to meet the young Europeans in Bombay the other
day. Several young Europeans have formed themselves into a group
for the purpose of studying the Indian situation and then forming
their own conclusions and taking their due share in moulding public
opinion. As behoves earnest students, these gentlemen have eschewed
all publicity for their proceedings. They invite to their social dinner
representatives of all parties and hear their views and ask questions
where further elucidation is necessary. They pass no resolutions, have
framed no policy. They approach questions with an open mind.
These friends deserve congratulations and encouragement in their

"Not reproduced here. It described how the Settlement was being violated and
the villagers oppressed and terrorized in the Rae Bareli District.
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praiseworthy endeavour. | venture to suggest to them that if they will
come to a decision early, if they intend to affect the present political
situation, it is necessary for them to classify the subjects for study and
appoint from among themselves certain members who would specially
study those particular questions and in that connection interview those
who represent different parties which bring their influence to bear on
them. All this undoubtedly means strenuous work. But it is hecessary
if the studies are to bear fruit in the near future.

Young India, 2-7-1931

5. TELEGRAM TO ROHIT MEHTA

BORSAD,
July 2, 1931

ROHIT MEHTA
VALLABHBHAI ROAD
AHMEDABAD
YOUR PRESENCE HERE NECESSARY TOMORROW FOR
REPLYING PRINCIPAL'S LETTER' JUST RECEIVED.

GANDHI

A 1.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

6. LETTERTO K. B. BHADRAPUR

BORSAD,
July 2, 1931

DEAR MR. BHADRAPUR,

Here is a statement about further destruction of property in Ras.
In spite of repeated assurance from you no impression seems to have
been produced upon the miscreants whoever they may be. If the
police are doing their duty, | cannot see how the mischief-makers can

! Principal Shirras had said in it that the presence of the five students which
had “in the past been disturbing to the work of the college would result in similar
disturbance in the future. . . . | am confirmed in my impression from the notices
recently spread in the college under the signatures of two of them, and from the
similar notices in the vernacular Press. . . .” For Gandhiji’s reply to this letter, vide
“Letter to G. Findlay Shirras”, 3-7-1931.
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escape detection in a small place like Ras. The Patidars feel helpless
because of the restraint put upon them by the Congress authorities.
Left to themselves | have no doubt that they are capable of protecting
themselves and their property but that means internecine quarrelling
which | want to avoid if it isat all possible. | take your assurances at
their face value and expect that there would be no further mischief.
But repeated disappointments will shake all faith in those assurances.
Yours sincerely,

A.l1.C.C. File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

7. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

BORSAD,
July 2, 1931
CHI. NARANDAS,

Y our letter is such as would shock a man. But can anything
disturb one whose skin has become thick? . . .* should take . . .? away.
We cannot look after her. | aso feel that . . .* should leave the
Ashram.

If you think of any other course, let me know. The conduct of
both has been intolerable. . . .“ is more to blame. Let the two marry, if
they wish to. The marriage cannot, of course, take place in the
Ashram.

Blessings from
Baru

From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

' The names have been omitted.
2ibid
%ibid
4 ibid
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8. TELEGRAM TO CONGRESS OFFICE, VELLORE

[On or after July 2, 1931]*
YOUR WIRE. SEE RAJAGOPALAGHARI.

From amicrofilm: S.N. 17335

9. TELEGRAM TO SWADESHI SABHA, AHMEDABAD
[On or after July 2, 1931]?

NINTH WILL SUIT BUT HOUR CAN BE FIXED ONLY ON
REACHING  BOMBAY.

From amicrofilm: S.N. 17336

10. TELEGRAM TO RAMJASMAL JOHARMAL AND
OTHERS

[On or after July 2, 1931]°
SENT  FULL  WIRE'  YESTERDAY PT. NEKIRAM.

From amicrofilm: S.N. 17338

! The telegram was sent in reply to one from the Congress office, received on
July 2, 1931, which read: “Picketing liquor shops. Government objecting more than
five voluntcers per shop though ten entrances. Pray order.”

® The telegram was sent in reply to the Sabha's of July 2, which read: “ Regret
compelled put off meeting tomorrow due to Kasturbhai’ s unexpected absence from
Ahmedabad. Kindly wire if Thursday 9th morning will suit you meeting in Bombay.”

®The telegram was in reply to the addressee’s received on July 2, 1931, which
read: “In spite your clear telegram picketing not withdrawn by Pandit Nekiram. No
sales allowed. Suffering heavily. All have signed pledge your instructions. Sealed
stocks.”

* Not available
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11. LETTER TO SR ERNEST HOTSON!

BORSAD,
July 3, 1931
| thank you for your letter? of the 30th ultimo, which was
redirected to me at Borsad. | would gladly serve on the Federal
Structure Committee of the Round Table Conference, if the way is
open for me to sail for England in time. Will you please inform His
Excellency the Viceroy that the working of the Delhi Settlement is
causing me great anxiety and is taking up practically the whole of my
time to the exclusion of many other important things | would gladly
attend to if | was free? | am inundated with complaints from
fellow-workers, which go to show that the Settlement is not being
satisfactorily implemented by local officials. | shal treat this
correspondence as confidential.

Young India, 27-8-1931

12. LETTER TO G. FINDLAY SHIRRAS

BORSsAD,
July 3, 1931

DEAR PRINCIPAL SHIRRAS,

| thank you for your prompt reply to my letter of 30th ultimo
as also for the correction about non-admission of students. | have now
seen two of them and they tell me that they are not aware of their
having created any disturbance in the work of the college unless you
have in mind the strike® that took place in the college and in which
practically the whole college was involved. They tell me that if they
have been guilty of any conduct which would be considered
dishonourable or which would amount to insubordination they are
prepared to make proper amends. They assure me that they have
never desired or promoted any indiscipline in the college. They have
undoubtedly held strong nationalistic views as they do even now.
They took an energetic part in the national movement. What they tell
me isthat so far as their conduct in the college is concerned it was free

! Acting Governor of Bombay
2\/ide “Letter from Sir Ernest Hotson”, 30-6-1931
® Which commenced on January 3, 1929.
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from any reproach. | understand too that there is nothing to be said
against their private character, which | personally, as one having had a
great deal to do with students during the past nearly 40 years of
public life, attach the greatest importance to. They tell me too that
they have issued no notice to which any exception can be taken. |
would therefore thank you to let me know the definite charges which
you have in mind and which impelled you to refuse them admission. |
would also thank you to furnish me with copies of the notices you
hold to be objectionable.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat G. N. 821
13. LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS
Private ASAT SABARMATI
July 3, 1931

MY DEAR CHARLIE,
| have your long letter of 17th June.

First about the Gallway incident. | have not the autobiography
with me. But there is no conflict between the two statements. The
healthy rivalry between Europeans and Indians took place during the
day on our way to Chieveley camp which we reached at night and
immediately received orders from Col. Galway to remove Lieut.
Roberts’' s remains.' So you see, there is no contradiction between the
reference to the sultry day and the removal of the remains at night.
Lady Roberts’ is certainly not the Field Marshal’ s wife, but the wife of
Charles Roberts. There undoubtedly you have got mixed up. The late
Field Marshal’ s wife never corresponded with me.

| have not seen the Timesreport of my article on the Working
Committee resolution®. | hope that long before this reaches you, you
will have seen the full article and found your doubts answered. My
position is this: The general mass of the population will never be
members of legislatures but they will affect the legislatures when they
feel their power. They can do so if there is adult suffrage. Exercise of
the suffrage in favour of those who will carry out their will will be one

'Vide “ An Autobiography” and “Interview to Associated Press’, 15-6-1931
? Lady Cecilia Roberts
® For Gandhiji’s article entitled “ Substance Not Shadow”, 18-6-1931
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form of direct action. But they may not have adult suffrage. They
may not be exercising any influence over the legislatures so far as the
constitutional position may be concerned, but if they have imbibed
the spirit of non-violence and suffering, i. e., satyagrah, their influence
on the legislatures will be more direct and more effective than that
exerted through adult suffrage, by simply refusing to assist the
Government in the shape of payment of taxes or in various other
ways. They can bring the existing Government to book and either get
their demands fulfilled or bring it to a standstill. Is this not clear?
Now for the boycott. It is being constantly dinned into the ears
of the public that the boycott has ceased to be used as a political
weapon, i. e., for exerting political pressure but that it is being now
used as an effective economic weapon. There is a statement reported
to have been made by Jawaharlal appearing in today’s papers. | send
you herewith a cutting from the daily press. But even as an economic
weapon it certainly requires intensification. Just after the Settlement
there was a lull, that is to say, we were al purposely not doing
anything to egg the people on to picketing. All the Congress
committees were left alone even when we, members of the Working
Committee, knew that the provincial committees were not keeping
picketing up to the mark. When the aggressive form ceased all the zest
seemed to have disappeared and several committees left off picketing
in sullen discontent. This state of things could not be permitted to
continue, for if this laxity was long overlooked the organization would
become inefficient. What is more, the Committee could not afford,
through it own negligence to see foreign cloth coming in and
competing both with khadi and indigenous mill cloth. A resolution
therefore was absolutely necessary to warn the people that because of
the Settlement they were not to neglect their duty of warning the
people against buying foreign cloth. | see nothing inconsistent with
ahimsain this or with the terms of the Settlement. Even an economic
boycott requires strict vigilance, if the people are to be weaned from a
habit of practically a century. They have to be repeatedly reminded
that it is a bad habit. The test that the boycott now is purely economic
liesin this, that there is not boycott of British cloth or British goods as
such. That boycott was most effectively used during the campaign
frankly as a political weapon and stopped as if by magic immediately
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the Settlement was announced. This can be proved by producing
conclusive evidence that almost the day after the Settlement orders for
British machinery, British drugs and the like were despatched. Have |
made the position clear? | can assure you that there is no desire on the
part of any member of the Working Committee to use the economic
boycott as a political weapon. That it has political consequences is not
to be denied. The fact was before both Lord Irwin and myself during
our talks and he recognized that it was inevitable. But you can
examine the position in this way also. Supposing that Lancashire
withdrew its trade in piece-goods from India which is after all 12%,
boycott of foreign cloth will still continue although the competitor
will be chiefly Japan. To complete the case | am sending you the
correspondence bearing on the question between the Centrd
Government and myself.

Much as | should like to have you by my side here, | would not
think of dragging you here from England. Y ou are doing great work
there and | think you are in the right place. If | do not come to
England at all it might then be necessary for you to come here if only
for a short time. But the contingency we need not discuss just now.

Love.

MOHAN

From a copy: Horace Alexander Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

14 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



14. LETTER TO PADMA

BORSAD,
Slence Day [July 3, 1931]*
CHI. PADMA,
| got both your letters. In one you ask for coloured paper and
in the other alittle piece from your letter paper. Why do you fall ill
repeatedly? Can you not discover the cause?
Arethere any irregularitiesin your diet? Let me know when you
get areply from the U.P.
Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6126
15. LETTER TO G. FINDLAY SHIRRAS
BORSAD,
July 4, 1931

DEAR PRINCIPAL SHIRRAS,

| thank you for your further letter of 3rd instant. It was good of

you to have taken in Syt. C. H. Desai and | would like you to extend
the same liberal treatment to the other students.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: G. N. 824

' Gandhiji was in Borsad between June 28 and July 5, 1931. Silence Day fell on
July 3.
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16. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

BORSAD,
July 4, 1931

DEAR ANAND,

If I am to write, for the time being you must be satisfied with
dictated letters.

I have yours of 23rd June. | met Jairamdas yesterday and he
told me that Vidya was worse and that milk was not agreeing with her.
That was quite likely and | had, | think, in Karachi suggested that she
might live on fruit alone for some time. But the very best thing is for
her to put herself under the treatment of the nature-cure physician of
Poona about whom | talked to Jairamdas and about whom Jairamdas
has already written to you. | do not know him personally but | have
great faith in Dr. Khambatta!, whom the Poona physician treated for
suspected cancer. Y ou must not lose time over Vidya's treatment.

Love to you both.

BAaPU

SJr. ANAND HINGORANI
C/o “HINDU"” OFFICE
HYDERABAD SIND

From a microfilm. Courtesy: National Archives of India and Anand T.
Hingorani

17. LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY

BORSAD,
July 4, 1931

DEAR MOTI BABU,

| was delighted to receive your letter. Let not that editorial in
Young India* disturb you. It is, | have no doubt, the correct position
and if you have not come to it already | have no doubt that you will
do so in course of time.

' Dr. Behramji Khambatta
2\/ide “ Substance Not Shadow”, 18-6-1931
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Y our other question in far more important. | have implicit faith
that Hindus and Mussalmans will one day come together and that faith
is derived from my faith in Hinduism and ultimately in human nature.
If Hinduism deservesto live it must disarm all opposition. Going a
step further, | believe that all mankind will never possess one faith but
al the faiths that deserve to live will tolerate one another and they will
be like flowers of the same plant all beautifully scented, all looking
similar and yet each having a distinct individuality. Nature abhors
lifeless unity. She conceals unity behind sympathetic diversity.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
SJr. MOTILAL Roy
PRABARTAK SANGHA
CHANDERNAGORE
From a photostat: G. N. 11038
18. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI
BORSAD,
July 4, 1931

BHAISHRI MUNSHI,
It is good you wrote the letter. | am writing to Sir Cowasji.

| believe in the saying, “Take care of the pence and the pounds
will take care of themselves.” However, what preparations need |
make? As a servant, | have only to deliver the Master’ s message. If
those to whom the message will be addressed listen toit, all will be well
in the end. But shall we ever see such afortunate day? How can there
be rains without thunder and lightning? There is yet neither thunder
nor lightning, nor even a cloud. Tell me, now, what | should study.
Just now | cannot give my mind to problems of the constitution. Tell
Lilavati that it isfixed on the lace of the Madura sari. Rajagopal achari
has now become her advocate. After writing along essay to him on
the subject of the lace, | am writing this to you. Lilavati should show
me the lace when | come there. Rajaji has raised a nice question and
asked for my verdict in the matter.

Vandemataram from
MOHANDAS

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 7516. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

VOL.53: 2JULY, 1931 - 12 OCTOBER, 1931 17



19. LETTER TO MURIEL LESTER

[Before July 5, 1931]*

| would rather stay at your settlement? than anywhere else, for
there | will be living among the same sort of people as those for whom
| have spent my life.

The Hindu, 6-7-1931

20. KATHIAWAR POLITICAL CONFERENCE

At its Bhavnagar session this Conference imposed on itself a
restriction not to criticize the affairs of one State in the territory of
another State.* Some had not quite liked this self-restraint, but all had
willingly or unwillingly accepted it. There are now rumours of a move
for the removal of the restriction.

The argument in favour of the removal is this. When we
accepted the restriction, we did so because of the people’ s weakness;
but the time has now changed and hence the restriction should go.

If the Kathiawar Political Conference wishes to remove the
restriction, it has a full right to do so. | think either the Conference
should be convened to lift it or the Executive Committee should run
the risk of exceeding its constitutional authority and rescind the
Resolution passed at the Conference. It would become the duty of the
Executive Committee to act in that manner when its members
definitely feel that public opinion demands such a step and that it
must be taken immediately.

Here, however, | wish to discuss only the necessity or otherwise
of that self-restraint. | think that the restraint was not a sign of
weakness, but was, and even today is, a mark of civility. It was
certainly inspired by a recognition of the condition of the Princes. It
is the duty of the Conference to take account of their condition and
the fact that it did so was a sign of its practical wisdom. It stands to
lose nothing through that restraint and much to gain.

! The letter was released by Reuter from London on July 5.

?Kingsley Hall, awelfare workers' settlement in the East End, London

® It was at the fourth Conference at Porbandar on January 22, 1928 that
Gandhiji moved from the chair a resolution adopting the restriction; vide “ Speech at
Kathiawar Political Conference, Porbandar”, 22-1-1928
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Anyone following the path of non-violence and truth would
willingly observe the restriction. | would, therefore, go so far as to say
that a satyagrahi would observe it not merely because such is the
Resolution of the Kathiawar Political Conference but also because it is
necessary in itself.

It is malicious propaganda to criticize the evils of State A in the
territory of State B. It is cowardice to do so. Bravery liesin going to
State A and exposing its evils there. As A and B are on friendly terms,
B would be in a difficult position if A iscriticized in B’s territory.
Without sufficient reason, a satyagrahi would not put any person into
an embarrassing position. It may, however, be argued that when it is
not possible to go to A’s State to criticize him, there should be some
place where it could be done. The reply to this is simple. As the
Indian States are subject to the authority of the British Government, all
such subject States can be criticized, and are criticized, in British
Indian territory.

Hence, even after the experience of so many years, | cling to my
view: The self-restraint imposed at Bhavnagar is just as necessary now
as it was then. To a satyagrahi it is binding whether or not he belongs
to the Conference. If the time has truly changed, we ought to be
strong enough to go to the State concerned and compel it to remedy
the evils. What courage do we show by criticizing the evils of a State
outside its borders?

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 5-7-1931

21. INDIA STATES AND SATYAGRAHA

I have two letters lying with me. One is addressed to me and the
other is addressed to Kishorelalbhai who has sent it to me for reply.

The following is the substance of the letter addressed to me:

Y ou stop the satyagraha which has been goingonin A, in
B you blame those who started it, in C you advise them to
slacken its pace and in D you permit an inexperienced |eader to
start it. Instead of putting yourself in such afalse position, why
don’t you advise people to stop satyagraha altogether for the
present and take up khadi work only and through it acquire
fitness for satyagraha?
The long letter addressed to Kishorelalbhai is full of anger:

The Congress seems to think that it can treat us, workersin
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the Indian States, as it likes. During the struggle, we suffered
beatings and went to jail. Now that there is a Settlement, we are
treated as mere dirt. Our letters are thrown into the dustbin by
the secretary. If we wish to show our spirit, it will adversely
affect the Settlement between the Congress and the Government!
It does not matter if the authorities of the States crush us. When
a brave person like Fulchandbhai shows his courage, such orders
are issued as would kill his spirit. What sort of principle is there
behind all this? What sort of a Settlement is this? Shall we ever
be able to win swargj in this manner?

| have summarized this long letter from memory. The
correspondent’ s anger seems pardonable. He has suffered and in the
heat of excitement has made no effort to understand the position
carefully.

| take the first letter first. It is true that | gave four seemingly
contradictory opinions in regard to four different sets of circumstan-
ces. But really speaking they are not contradictory. Life's
experiments are like chemical experiments. In a chemical experiment,
if the quantity of one ingredient isincreased or decreased different
results follow. If even a drop of one more substance is added an
altogether new compound results. In the same way in life owing to
differences in the characters of workers and local conditions, the
situation changes and different opinions are given. If this were not so,
life would cease to be life and be reduced to a mechanical process.
What matters is whether the different opinions are based on the same
principle.

In the cases in which the satyagrahis were subject to my control
and in which my name was being used, | had to bear in mind the
different situations and give opinions accordingly, and they were
right. In the fourth case the person had taken a pledge to offer
satyagraha. He did not belong to any organization. He relied on his
own strength. The only drawback in his action was that he had been
hasty in taking the pledge. If at all, he alone would suffer because of
that. In these circumstances, how could |, when my opinion was asked,
commit the sin of persuading him to violate his pledge? How could |
discourage him? The only right | had was to examine his pledge and
say whether it violated any moral principle. | therefore expressed the
view that there was no moral flaw in the pledge itself and that it was his
duty to carry it out.

The principle is this: A pledge of satyagraha, which is not
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against non-violence and the consequences of carrying out which are
likely to be suffered only by the person taking it, must be kept at any
cost, even if that person had not thought about the consequences and
had not consulted anybody and had relied on his own strength. There
have been countless such brave, unknown satyagrahis in the world. No
one builds monuments in their honour, their names are not recorded
in history, nor are their actions reported in newspapers. Their names
are recorded in God's book and we may be sure that it is because of
their strength that the world endures. Anyone who obstructs them in
their work is not awise man. Heis sunk in the pit of ignorance and,
trying to be overwise, obstructs manly effort.

The principle looks admirable when thus explained, but | have
to face difficult moral issues every hour in my lifein trying to follow
it in practice and guiding my co-workers according to it. Following
the rule that where there are no other trees a castor oil plant is as good
as atree, for want of aleader with greater wisdom, | act as a judge and
go on issuing orders to my co-workers. My experience is that my
views have not harmed either my co-workers or the public. Both have
advanced. My co-workers have often felt unhappy while following my
opinions but many of them have also realized that their suffering was
ultimately for their good.

The Settlement between the Congress and the Government has
no connection with the Indian States. There was no struggle in the
States, and so none of the conditions of the Settlement apply to them.
Even if the Government wanted to do so, it had no right to bind them.
So, in principle, neither the Rulers nor the subjects are bound by the
Settlement in any way. It puts no check on either. The subjects can
offer satyagraha or resort to civil disobedience.

But to have such aright is one thing and to exercise it is quite
another matter. Whether in a given case satyagraha is justified and
those who wish to offer it are qualified to do so can be decided only
after considering the circumstances of the case. When my co-workers
ask for my advice, | have to guide them, and | tell them that though
they had aright to offer satyagraha, the time or the occasion was not
suitable. Generally speaking my opinion today is the same that | have
expressed before. If the subjects of Indian States are satisfied with
such reform as can be secured peacefully and engage themselves in
constructive work, they will get all the sooner the status which they
desire. | am convinced that when British India has won swaraj, most
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problems of the Indian States will be automatically solved.

It is very sad that there are very few constructive workersin the
Indian States. | feel no hesitation at all in saying that one who has not
done some constructive work has not learnt the first lesson of
satyagraha. According to me constructive work means the spinning-
wheel and khadi, eradication of untouchability, propaganda against
the drink-evil and Hindu-Muslim unity. One whose heart is not filled
with the spirit of service and with love, how can he offer satyagraha?
Evenin British India, the number of such workers is smal. It is
smaller still in the Indian States. That iswhy | feel reluctant to advise
satyagrahain those States.

This article is not meant for those who do not feel bound to ask
or follow my advice. He who by his very nature is non-violent, who is
a born satyagrahi, who loves truth with all his being and is the very
image of service, such a person deserves to be revered by the whole
world. | need not say that he does not require my advice and is
qualified to offer sataygraha whenever he wishes to do so.

But to those who are full of anger and pride and whose ego is
very strong, who cannot think clearly because of excitement, | will
definitely say—“Please wait”. If they take a hasty step even
unintentionally, its result is bound to be bitter. Whatever self-restraint
is observed now will also disappear and the future generations which
will suffer from the tyranny of false satyagraha will curse us and
blame satyagraha itself. Hence every thoughtful person should know
the limits of satyagraha. Those who do not do so should stop using
the name of satyagraha and then act as they wish. The world will know
where they stand. But the things which are done in the name of
satyagraha and which are unworthy of it will confuse and perplex the
people and they will not know what path to follow.

Now the second letter. Most of the answer to it is contained in
what | have stated above. The Congress has never come in the way of
movements in the Indian States. It has not stopped anyone from
offering satyagraha in them. If anyone has stopped any such
movement, it is|. But in every case there was a reason for my doing
s0. Those who took part in the last satyagraha movement have not
obliged the Congress or any individual. If at all, they have obliged
themselves. It was the duty of every Indian to take part in it. Political
rule has divided India into four parts, British India, Indian States,
Portuguese India and French India. But Nature has made it one. The
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rulers may distinguish between one part of the country and another
but in fact we are one country. If the most important part becomes
independent, wins swargj, the other parts will automatically become
strong. If, therefore, all of us, whether we live in the Indian States or
outside, use all our strength in the British part and win swaraj, a good
many reforms will come about automatically in the Indian States. On
the contrary, if we offer untimely satyagrahain the Indian States and
waste peopl€’ s strength on them, swaraj will recede farther from us.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 5-7-1931

22. 'DIGAMBAR SADHUS

| have received many letters of criticism for the views which |
have expressed about nakedness. Some of the correspondents have
written in anger too. | have also been advised to withdraw my remarks,
as the feelings of Digambar Jains have been hurt.

I had written my article* with a purely religious motive. Such
articles should not be withdrawn even to soothe the feelings of friends.
If they are withdrawn, it will not be possible to discuss religious issues
in afriendly manner. | have stated that Sardar’s words are not law.
When we have won swargj, everything will be done according to
peoples views. Laws which hurt religious sentiments will not be
permitted. It will, of course, be necessary to consider what is religious
sentiment. That also will be decided by the courts. People like me can
only discuss such questions and create public opinion. I, therefore,
request the Digambar Jains to discuss this subject in an objective
manner and permit others also to discuss it in that manner.

| am so partial to Jainism that many people think that | am a
Jain. When, in a meeting of Jains whom | did not know, | had to
explain that | was not a Jain in order to refuse an honour which | did
not deserve, the Jain friends in my circle were surprised and shocked.
| have regard for the Digambar sect. | have read some of their
religious books. As an ideal, | like the naked state. | have deliberately
let my children move about naked. Hence everyone should take it for
granted that my views on the subject have been expressed in a friendly
spirit and for the protection of dharma. | may be wrong in holding

! Vide “Limits ato Freedom”,31-5-1931
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these views. Those whose reason does not approve of them may,
therefore, certainly reject them. But they should not get angry with
me. Anger hinders a proper understanding of religious or other ideas
and should, therefore, be eschewed. | now come to the main issue. The
criticism® in the issue of Jain Mitra of Ashadh Vad 4 isinspired by a
sincere motive. It includes the substance of what others have said and
so | will content myself with areply to it. Those who have not read
that article may find it difficult to understand my answer, and |
therefore request them to get that article and read it.

Digambar sadhus may be pure minded. But | cannot accept the
claim that all of them are so. | believe that no one should claim to be a
sadhu. The fact that a person is a sadhu should be self-evident to
others. A person is not asadhu if it is necessary to prove or claim that
heisone. A true sadhu requires no protection. Digambar sadhus
should represent the highest state which a sadhu can attain. Why
should they require anyone’s help to uphold their status? Such an
ideal Digambar sadhu needs no protection from the law or from a
court. It is surprising that such natural innocence should even attract
the attention of others. But in the present age, it need not be surprising
that such a person does draw the attention of others and if he has to
appear in acourt or is sent to jail, he should regard that as a God-sent
opportunity to demonstrate the greatness of the Digambar ideal.

There are real sadhus and fake ones too. There is no limit to the
number of the latter. Who will differentiate between the two? Should
we not stop anyone moving around naked? Will no harm result if we
do not? It is not true to say that a person with an impure mind cannot
remain naked. Once you disregard social restraints, why should an
impure-minded person not abandon decency? Why should anyone
feel ashamed of remaining naked even when he may be impure? The
advocates of nudity as a normal state think that there is no harm if
men and women remain naked even though they may have impure
thoughts. They also hold that the attraction of sex is the normal
condition for human beings and that, if nudity increases such
attraction, there is nothing wrong in it. If the sex urge is a normal
condition, then its gratification should also be accepted as normal. So
there is nothing wrong in remaining naked. That is the view of these
lovers of sense-pleasures, who believe in the religion of enjoyment.
Are those Digambar Jains who have regard for decency and believein
self-control ready to support this view? Are they ready to see society

! By Paramesthidas; vide “Notes”, p. 24, sub-title, “Nudity and Society”.
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turned into a scene of sensuality? Would they like to be responsible
for such a state of affairs? | am sure they feel disgusted even as they
read this. Thus, if they go deep into the matter, they will seethat it is
our duty in this age to observe the custom of covering the private
parts. The Digambar sadhus, therefore, should wear a codpiece for a
little while out of regard for society, or, if they move naked, they
should be ready to suffer for doing so and not raise an outcry about
it. If we believe in the necessity of social restraints. then. irrespective
of whether or not we are Jains, we cannot follow the ideal of nudity in
practice. If we try to make exceptions, we invite difficulties and
therefore we should make no exception.

“Why do we let children move naked? Does anyone force a
child not to remain naked.” There is afallacy in this comparison. A
child is by, nature innocent. Out of crores of sadhus, hardly one
attains such a state after a long discipline. Everywhere in the world
children remain naked, but even among sadhus the naked state is
exceptional. In a child, impure thoughts are impossible but al the
sadhus are not free from them. A blind person can make out a child,
but even those who can see can hardly distinguish atrue sadhu from a
false one. So the example of a child remaining naked does not help us
in coming to a decision in this matter. On the contrary, it shows that
nakedness, which befits a child, does not only seem improper when we
have grown out of childhood but is positively shameful.

For these reasons, though | worship the ideal of nakedness for a
pure sadhu, | do believe that the leaders of Digambar sadhus should
think more deeply on this matter and find out a way for those sadhus
who move about in public to cover themselves. By doing so, they will
safeguard dharma and win greater respect for sadhus. Even if they
cannot find such a way, an outcry over the issue will certainly do
harm.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 5-7-1931

23. LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON
BORSAD,
July 5, 1931

Assuming that you are getting Young India, | am not sending
you copies containing special reference to acts of provincial Govern-
ments in breach of the Settlement. It gave me joy to read in the
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newspapers today, that the two confidential letters' addressed to
talugdars by the Deputy Commissioner Rai Barelihad been withdrawn.
But that, good as it is, is surely not enough. Wholesal e gagging of
Congressmen, their arrests, hundreds of notices on kisans bodeill, and
make me extremely nervous as to the situation. These ill omens are
enforced by bad news from the provinces. Some of these matters |
have brought to your notice. | am not feeling much better here either,
though | am putting off the agony by exercising the greatest patience,
and continually seeing local officials. | do not know whether you can
help to improve the situation. The only remedy | can think of is the
appointment of the Arbitration Board | have proposed. There is such
an accumulation of matters to be decided.

Young India, 27-8-1931

24. LETTERTO R. M. MAXWELL

ASAT SABARMATI,
July 5, 1931

DEAR MR. MAXWELL,

Mr. Bhadrapur, the Collector of Kaira, writes to me with
reference to my application for the reappointment of the old Mukhi
of Ras that the Matadars will not be reappointed. | take this to mean
that not only will not the old Mukhi be reappointed but also that no
Mukhi will be appointed out of the old Matadars. Mr. Bhadrapur is
not clear whether Government orders also mean that the present acting
Mukhi will not be removed. My reading of the Settlement is that
wherever the present acting Mukhi is not a desirable man or is not
permanently appointed, the old Mukhi if he resigned owing to civil
disobedience should be reappointed. The Collector Mr. Perry even
offered to reappoint the old Mukhi if | would consent to the retention
of the present Dharala Mukhi as a co-Mukhi. | could not consent to
any such arrangement as it would mean sowing discord between
Patidars and Dharalas. If these orders are not revised an impossible
situation wholly inconsistent with the spirit of the Settlement will arise,
and the Patidars will be penalized for having dared to offer civil
disobedience. | hope, however, that the Government has no desire to
penalize the Patidars. In virtue of the Settlement, therefore, | ask for a
reconsideration of the orders and removal of the present Mukhi who, |
have already shown to the Collector, is undesirable and who is not

' Vide “Kisan’s Troublesin the U.P"., 19-6-1931
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permanently appointed within the meaning of the Settlement, and for
reappointment of the old Mukhi.

Yours sincerely,
R. M MAXWELL, EsQ.
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO H. E. THE GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY
GANESHKHIND, POONA

A.l.C.C. File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

25. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

Unrevised BORSAD,
July 6, 1931

CHI. MIRA,

| have all your letters. Mother is slowly going. It will be well if
the end comes soon. It is better to leave a body one has outgrown. To
wish to see the dearest ones as long as possible in the flesh is a selfish
desire and it comes out of weakness or want of faith in the survival of
the soul after the dissolution of the body. The form ever changes, ever
perishes, the informing spirit neither changes nor perishes. True love
consistsin transferring itself from the body to the dweller within and
then necessarily realizing the oneness of all life inhabiting numberless
bodies. You will now see why | do not tempt you to go to London
now. But you know that you are at liberty to do so, if your love impels
you thither. There would be nothing wrong if you felt the urge to go.

| am writing to Father Elwin today not to hesitate to tell you
what he wants. | am at ease, you being there. It lessens Narandas's
strain also.

Y es, Gangabehn has the ‘blues’ on. You should distract her
attention from herself by occupying her in useful service.

| was forgetting all about Shankerlal’s proposal. | do not want
you to be unsettled just now. And the Ashram needs you as much as
you need the Ashram. Y ou will later on certainly entertain proposals
for pure khadi tours. | shall talk to Shankerlal about it.

How is Keshu doing? Did you talk to him about the wheel ?

Love.

Baru

[PS]

Bombay: 7-10*

We return most probably to Borsad on 11th.

From the original: C.W. 5433. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9667

' According to his original tour programme Gandhiji was to be in Bombay
from July 7 to 10. However he |left Bombay for Simlaon July 13.

VOL.53: 2JULY, 1931 - 12 OCTOBER, 1931 27



26. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

BORSAD,
July 6, 1931

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

| got your letter. | will have a talk with Jayaprakash when he
comes here and do what is necessary. | should like you to come early.
| am not at all happy that your health is deteriorating.

Rajendrababu is in Ahmedabad today. We shall meet at Anand
station in the train for Bombay. He will stay in Bombay for about four
days and then leave for that side. You should stop worrying
unnecessarily. God does the worrying for us; why then should we
worry? Even if we worry what can we do? We realize every moment in
our lives that we cannot move a single leaf unless He wills. Why, then,
should we feel proud, or worry

Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3417
27. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
BORSAD,
July 6, 1931

CHI. PREMA,

| got your two letters. Who elsg, if not I, will make you swallow
bitter draughts? It is such draughts which will preserve your health.
Mental health is much more important than physical health. The rule
regarding women which Narandas suggestsis avery old one. If it has
not been observed all these years, the reason is our, or rather my,
laxity. Even now | doubt whether, after it is properly understood, it
will be fully observed. | intend to write more about this. Today if | get
time, or later whenever | get time.

| intended to write a note for Kisan much earlier, but could write
one only today. If she getsit in time, she will perhaps come and see
me in Bombay. | liked what you wrote about guests.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10258; also C.W. 6706. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak
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28. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

July 6, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,
| got your letters.

I had from the beginning intended to introduce a rule for men
and women such as you mention. | will write at length about it, if |
can. Surendra must be insisting that there should be at least three
women together. That seems unnecessary to me.

| see no need to mention the matter concerning . . .* in the
Ashram Samachar.

There is awoman named Mrs. Edith Heney. Her addressis: 353
Lilloet St. West Moose Jaw Saskatchewan, Canada.

She writes to me to say that she has sent 15 dollars. If you have
received the sum, or when you receive it, credit it to her name.
Preserve her address. Note it in the account book itself. Her condition
for the donation is that we should convert boys to Christianity, give
them Christian names and use the money to help them. | have replied
to her that we can never do what she suggests. If she sends a cheque, it
would be much better to return it. Think about this. | will tell her that
her gift will be credited to her name but that, if she does not withdraw
her condition, the sum will be returned to her. As| write this, | feel
that we should return the sum no matter with what conditionsit is
offered. Y ou should, therefore, returnit. | will write and tell her that
the sum will be returned.

| am sorry | have filled up the letter with idle and incomplete
thoughts.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS]
| think we shall be in Bombay between 7 and 10.

From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

! The name has been omitted.
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29. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

BOMBAY,
July 7, 1931

Referring to Sir Samuel Hoare's recent speech that the Conservatives would
make the acceptance of the safeguards and the non-raising of the issue of Indepen-
dence as conditions for their participation in the next Round Table Conference,
Gandhiji said:

I know nothing about this. The Settlement leaves the Congress
free to press for any claim it chooses. The mandate given to me by the
Congress is unequivocal. The principle of safeguards is
undoubtedlyaccepted. The contents are a matter for discussion, and
there aso the Settlement is quite clear. Safeguards must be
demonstrably in the interests of India.

Asked about the report current that he proposed to ask the Government to
agree to refer all the outstanding disputes regarding the implementing of the Truce
terms to an arbitration board, Gandhiji said:

1 don’t want to make any statement on this matter at this stage.*

The talk then turned on the foreign cloth re-export scheme. Gandhiji said he
had no doubts whatsoever that the scheme would be a success. The problem could be
solved in no time if the merchants were favourably inclined. It was wrong to say that
the Ahmedabad millowners were not contributing their share. There had been some
delay, and he had no doubt that the Ahmedabad millowners would contribute their
share. The whole scheme was a bona-fide one, and intended to give as much relief as
possible to those merchants who were prepared to give up trade in foreign cloth and
take to swadeshi.

The Hindu, 7-7-1931

' The Bombay Chronicle dated July 8 adds here: “The Working Committee is
the competent party to deal with that.”
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30. LETTER TO COMMONWEALTH OF INDIA
LEAGUE

[Before July 8, 1931]*

Mr. Gandhi has communicated to the Commonwealth of India League his
acceptance of an invitation to speak at conferences which the League is arranging in
London and Manchester in September, “if | reach London, but difficulties here
regarding a settlement may render my departure impossible.”

The Statesman, 9-7-1931

31. ISIT CRUMBLING?

Complaints are pouring in from many parts that the local
officials are breaking the Delhi Pact to pieces and that it almost ooks
as if the Government was at war with the Congress and therefore every
Congressman almost was a suspect. From the dates | shall give of the
events about to be described the reader will see that for long |
suppressed publication in the hope that the cases brought to my notice
were isolated instances and that the complainants would receive relief
on application to their respective Provincial Governments. My hope
however was disappointed.

IN SULTANPUR, U.P.
The Secretary, local Congress Committee, writes:?
INMUTTRA, U. P.

The Secretary, local Congress Committee, writes:’

In the face of these allegations and a Press message from
Lucknow that nearly 700 prosecutions are taking place, the news that
the confidential circulars referred to in these columns last week* have
been withdrawn does not restore confidence. The withdrawal is a mere
technical mending of discovered breach, if it isnot followed by a

! The report appeared under the date-line “ London, July 8.

% The letter is not reproduced here. It described the coercive measures adopted
by the Government for the realization of rents and the suppression of Congress
activities by officials.

® The letter is not reproduced here. It narrated how a public meeting was force-
fully dispersed and lathi-charged by the police.

*Vide “Kisan’s Troublesin the U. P.”, 19-6-1931
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corresponding improvement al round and a cessation of prose-
cutions. In the U.P. there was contact established between the
Government and the Congress through Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant.
They could not complain that he was unwilling to assist or that the
Congress had ceased to exercise authority over its workers. In no case
could the forcible dispersal of a meeting be justified in these times of
peace. On 24th May last when | was passing through Muttra the local
people told me of a police raid on Bijari, a village few miles from
Muttra. | had advised the people to lodge complaints with the higher
authority. So far as | am aware they got no redress. | purposely
suppressed the news of the details of which | wasin full possession.

IN THE PUNJAB

| take the following from the letter* dated 24th June from the
Secretary, District Congress Committee, Amritsar.

From the letter of Lala Dunichand of Ambala dated 23rd June, |
take the following paragraphs:

The Ludhiana outrage referred to in the quotation is said to
have taken place on 16th May last. On receipt of atelegram from
Ludhiana at Simla and reinforced by a personal visit by the Congress
Secretary at Ludhiana, | asked Lala Dunichand to inquire into the
allegations.® He kindly and promptly went to Ludhiana and reported.
This was followed by more elaborate inquiry instituted by the Bar
Association of Ludhiana. The Secretary of the Association, too, kindly
sent me a copy of the report. Both the reports were suppressed by me
from the readers of Young India for reasons already stated. Both
agree in finding that a peaceful meeting held for an absolutely
innocent purpose was mercilessly broken up in the presence of the
City Magistrate. The Naushahra Panuan punitive police is a manifest
breach of the Pact, if the facts are as recited by Lala Dunichand in his
letter to the Punjab Government which | have read. In no case could
the expenses of the police be recovered from the people unless it
could be clearly proved that the police was imposed for reasons
wholly unconnected with civil disobedience.

! Not reproduced here. It described how the local authority lathi-charged
processions and arrested Congress workers.

% Not reproduced here. The letter stated that political meetings were not allo-
wed and the Congress movement was being crushed in the Punjab.

®Vide “Letter to Dunichand”, 6-6-1931
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From Rohtak comes the complaint that peaceful Congressmen
are being arrested without any cause that the Congress authorities can
divine. The authorities know Lala Shamlal of Rohtak personally. Heis
a well-known advocate of the place and president of the local
Congress Committee. They do not seem to have troubled to bring to
his notice the conduct or speeches of the offending Congressmen.

IN BENGAL

From the Contai Congress Committee was received the following
wire about 20th June last.

Contai Government officials breaking Truce terms, arrested local

Congress workers engaged in peaceful constructive work. Local Government

alarmed at success of Congress arbitration. Trying to destroy it by these

arrests. Viceroy has been wired. Pray your intervention. Letter follows.

From the letter referred to in the foregoing | take the following
interesting paragraphs':

| must forbear to say anything about Gujarat. | am too near the
scene to want to say anything just now. But the fact that the Sardar is
hooked to Bardoli and | to Borsad has a meaning. But | must take the
public into confidence about what is going on in some parts of the
Bombay Presidency about liquor.

Let the following® from the letter from Vengurla (Ratnagiri
Disgtrict) tell its own tale.

Much the same is going on in Ahmedabad where there never
has been a departure from the peacefullest picketing. My untutored
mind tells me that these liquor sales are illicit and should be
suppressed by the Government as being in breach of the Pact. If,
however, they are claimed to be legal it is so much the worse and a
double breach.

The foregoing is enough for this week. | have other complaints
and from other parts of Provinces. | must deal with them in a future
issue.

The impatient Congressmen who read this catalogue of comp-
laints may well ask then: ‘How long are we to wait and bear this? : My

! Not reproduced here

% Not reproduced here. The letter described how liquor dealers were trying to
out-manoeuvre the picketing by keeping odd hours and selling the liquor at places
other than the shops.
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answer isthe same as last week. ‘Y ou must wait as long as the Working
Committee thinks it necessary.”* Two wrongs will not make one right.
If some local Governments are going wrong as they seem to me to be,
there is no reason for the Congress to do likewise. We must continue
to fulfil our part of the agreement. If it must break, let it break in spite
of the whole of the Congress effort to the contrary. The greater our
patience another word for suffering the greater will be our strength.

Young India, 9-7-1931

32. ACOUNTRYMAN’'SADVICE

Many American friends write to me on the American visit which
reporters had planned for me. Those Americans who are in close
touch with me have earnestly dissuaded me from it. Others, also
friendly, have with equal earnestness asked me to go. Now comes an
extremely well reasoned appeal from a countryman residing in
America. It deals with three matters of importance. But | must let the
letter speak for itself of which the relevant portion is given below:?

| venture to make an humble suggestion and that is to request you to
give up your idea of visiting the United States of America. . . .

... I will venture to put in a couple of reasons as to why | think your
visit to the United States will serve no useful purpose where our national
affairs are concerned.

This country isa very peculiar country in many respects and the
Americans as arule are so materialistically inclined, and this fact is more or
less conceded by all, that they can hardly see anything in terms other than
dollars and cents.

Of course thisis a broad statement to make and | fully realize that there
are exceptions here and there. . . .

Y our visit to this country, in my opinion, will be absolutely misunder-
stood and if I am not mistaken the wonderful hold that you have today on some
of the imaginative Americans, will belost in away. And | am further of the
opinion that your visit to Americainstead of enlisting greater sympathy for
our national cause may work quite the other way.

Hardly anyone could come to this country and travel about and give a

*Vide “Kisan’s Troublesin the U. P. ", 19-6-1931
% Vide “Letter to J. J. Singh”,24-6-1931
® Only extracts are reproduced here.
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few lectures here and there without having a “business manager”. That will
make your visit a business one and there will be scores of sections of people
and Press who will criticize your visit and suggest that you came here to make
money.

Probably you are aware of the fact that such a noble soul and true
philosopher like Tagore has been openly criticized in American papers and

insinuations have been made that he visits America to make money out
of the Americans and yet has the cheek to criticize the so-called civilization or
lack of it in this country.

In other words | feel that not on account of anything that you may say
or do, but on account of the mentality of an average American, you are bound
to be misunderstood in this country and thus your visit is likely to prove more
afailure than a success. . . .

Therefore my conclusions are based upon the information that | have
gathered from time to time from an average well-to-do American family, whose
interest is casual in what is happening in India, and as | have said before, such
Americans are in greater numbers than anti or prolndian Americans.

Your visit to London is entirely a different thing. In my humble
opinion it will serve a great purpose, because if there is any nation on this
world who is truly sportsmanlike and will give the devil his due, it is the
English nation. . . .

| have also aword to add regarding this much-talked-of question of your
attire when visiting England or America. . . .

It will be simply ironical if you could not find some form of Indian

dress which may be quite suitable and desirable. . . .

None of the three things worry me. The proposal to visit
America has been with me for the past five years or longer. But | have
lacked the inner urge or courage to go. The very allurements some of
the writers have held out have but confirmed the original decision
based on nothing better than intuition. The same is true of the English
visit more or less. There, too, if | am to go the way will be clear and
open for me. At the present moment the subtle and growing resistance
to the Delhi Pact by the officials |eaves me no room for thinking of
anything else. My contribution to the movement of India’'s freedom
just now consists in making every effort humanly possible to prevent
the Settlement from being wrecked.

Astothedress | have had many advisers. But here too my
position is simple. If | go to England | shall go as a representative and
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nothing more, nothing less. | must, therefore, appear not as the
English would have me but as my representative character demands. |
represent the Congress because and in so far as it represents
Daridranarayana, the semi-starved almost naked villager. And if |
represent the landed or monied or educated Indians, | do so to the
extent that they identify themselves with Daridranarayana and desire
to promote his interest. | can therefore appear neither in English
costume nor in that of the polished Nehrus. In spite of the closest
bond between us it would have been just as ludicrous for me to dress
as Pandit Motilalji did as it would have been for him to appear in loin
cloth. My loin cloth is an organic evolution in my life. It came
naturally, without effort, without premeditation. My duty, as |
conceive it, will then be, if | succeed in reaching London, to add
nothing more to the loin-cloth than the climate peremptorily
demands. | should be guilty of discourtesy to the English if | deceived
them by appearing not as | am but as | may think or friends may
think they would have me to be. | should fail at the very beginning of
my mission, if | commenced by deception. It may please for the time
being, it must offend in the end. If | am to win their hearts as | want
to, | can do so only by being cent per cent truthful. Truth is like the
sun. It will melt the icy mountain of suspicion and distrust.

Young India, 9-7-1931

33. AN OLD POLITICAL PRISONER*

A correspondent writes:?

I have known of this case for along time. It does appear to be
an extremely hard and deserving case. Generally a life-sentence
means fourteen years. Why in this case that period has not sufficed the
public are entitled to know. If it istrue as stated by the correspondent
that Pandit Jagat Ram bears an exemplary character and is ailing, itis
surely an additional reason for his discharge. The recent death of his
father makes the case for discharge complete from a humanitarian

' Vide also “Letter to H. W. Emerson”

% The letter is not reproduced here. The correspondent had written about Pandit
Jagat Ram, a political prisoner of the Punjab whose life-sentence was being repea-
tedly extended despite his exemplary conduct in jail and his failing health.
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standpoint. It is to be hoped that either the Punjab Government will
immediately discharge him or satisfy the public why he cannot be
discharged.

Young India, 9-7-1931

34. SELF-APPOINTED

A Nankin correspondent writes:*

| can say categorically that | have sent no representative to
China nor has the Congress to my knowledge. Non-violence is with
me an everlasting principle. And after twelve years' progressively
happy experience of non-violence the Congressis not likely easily to
give up non-violence.

Young India, 9-7-1931

35. TELEGRAM TO VICEROY

BomBAY,
July 9, 1931

MY MESSAGE? CONVEYED THROUGH HIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY HAS TOLD YOU OF MY DIFFICULTY
ABOUT ATTENDING FEDERAL STRUCTURE COMMITTEE OWING
CONTINUING BREACHES OF SETTLEMENT BY SEVERAL PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES.
WORKING COMMITTEE IS CONSIDERING RESOLUTION
TO THE EFFECT THAT, IF RELIEF CANNOT BE OBTAINED, CONGRESS
SHOULD GIVE UP HOPE OF BEING REPRESENTED AT ROUND TABLE
CONFERENCE. WHEN WE MET, YOU WERE GOOD ENOUGH TO TELL
ME THAT | SHOULD APPROACH YOU WHEN | WAS IN DIFFICULTY.
COULD YOU PLEASE GUIDE ME?

Young India, 27-8-1931

! The letter is not reproduced here. It stated that an Indian visitor to China,
claiming to be a representative of Gandhiji and the Congress, had been saying that
India had changed her policy towards England and had adopted the use of force.

2 \iide “Letter to Sir Ernest Hotson”, 3-7-1931
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36. CABLE TO “ THE NEWS CHRONICLFE”
[On or before July 10, 1931]*

THE  CONTINUANCE OF THE BREACHES OF THE SETTLEMENT
MAKES MY DEPARTURE UNCERTAIN. | AM TRYING TO AVOID AN OPEN RUPTURE,
BUT IF | FAIL TO SECURE SATISFACTION
THERE  WILL BE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO ABANDON MY
DEPARTURE.

The Hindu, 11-7-1931

37. TELEGRAM TO VICEROY

BOMBAY,

July 10, 1931

RECEIVED  THIS  MORNING  YOUR  LETTER®  SIXTH  INSTANT
FOR  WHICH |  THANK  YOU. YOUR OFFER OF  HELP
GIVES HOPE AND  ENCOURAGEMENT. |  DID  NOT  KNOW,
THAT |  WOULD HAVE TO SEEK IT SO SOON AS |

HAD TO, AS PER MY TELEGRAM OF LAST NIGHT. MAY
I EXPECT REPLY TOMORROW SATURDAY?

Young India, 27-8-1931

38. LETTERTO R. M. MAXWELL

BowmBAY,
July 10, 1931
DEAR MR. MAXWELL,

Y ou will recall the Chirner Case. According to the judgment of
the Sessions Judge, 20 accused were held not guilty of any violence. |
enclose herewith the relevant extract from the judgment. These
accused were fined according to the sums marked against their names
with varying terms of imprisonment in default of payment of fine. As
you will observe from the footnote to the list of the names, the judge

! This cable was reported from London on this date.

Zltread: “. ... quite understand your difficulties, but am sure they must be got
over, for as | have often told you, | think it really essential that you should go. If |
can help in any way, please let me know.”
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has allowed 30 days' time to pay up the fines on proper security
being furnished. These men have given security. Asyou will observe,
judgment was given on the 2nd inst. As these cases clearly come
under the Settlement, | ask for the remission of their fines. | hope that
the matter will receive early attention.

Yours sincerely,

A.l1.C.C. File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

39. LETTER TO MANAGER, OXFORD UNIVERSTY
PRESS, BOMBAY

LABURNUM ROAD,
BowmBAY,
July 10, 1931
DEARSIR,

With reference to your letter of 8th inst., what | would like you
to tell meisthe price you would charge without the royalty, the price
with the royalty and the proportion of profits to the cost price. | am
certainly anxious that the booklet* should be available at the cheapest
price. Sjt. Mahadev Desai would attend to the rest of your letter to
whom you would write in future.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: G.N. 5687

40. SPEECH AT BOMBAY*

July 10, 1931

| learn that all these members have come all the way from Dadar

on foot. | regret | could not spare some time to go to Dadar to address

you. | am helpless, | am so busy. When one is bed-ridden, people do

not expect him to pay them visits, they flock round his bed. Somewhat
the same is my position.

| give my blessings to this Mandal. It gives me great pleasure to

! Containing selections from Gandhiji’ s speeches and writings
2 On the inauguration of the Gandhi Seva Mandal; Gandhiji spoke in Hindi.
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see that the Mandal has taken up khaddar work and other items of the
constructive programme. | hope you will push on with it in right
earnest.

Now a word of warning. You have started an independent
organization. It is up to you to see that you do not embark on any
activity in the name of the Congress without first obtaining the
permission of the Congress. Similarly particular care would have to be
taken to see that there is no conflict or overlapping of activities.
Khaddar work is dear to me and that is why while giving my blessings
to the Mandal that has attached itself to this work, | have thought fit to
utter a necessary note of warning.

The Bombay Chronicle, 11-7-1931

41. LETTER TO G. FINDLAY SHIRRAS

LABURNUM ROAD,

BowmBAY,
July 11, 1931

DEAR PRINCIPAL SHIRRAS,
Y ou will please forgive me for my inability to acknowledge
your letter* earlier. | have been so engrossed in work here as to be
unable to keep pace with my correspondence.
| had no notion that my last letter was delivered to you with the
envelope unclosed. | quite recognize the force of your argument that
my letter should not have been delivered through the very students
whose cases were under consideration.
| thank you for your exhaustive reply. Having regard to the
detailed information you have given to me, | have advised the
students, who have not been admitted, to cease agitating for admission,
and | have every hope that they will accept my advice.
| return the papers you were kind enough to send me.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
Encl. 5

From a photostat: G.N. 825

t Of July 4, 1931, stating his inability to readmit the students “in the interests
of the College”
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42. CULTIVATOR' SACCOUNT BOOK

Thereis no limit to the cultivators’ carelessness or ignorance.
Not only do they themselves have to suffer for their ignorance, but it
results in aloss of crores of rupees as the cultivators constitute more
than 80% of India’s population. The most serious aspect of their
carelessness is perhaps their indifference to keeping accounts. If a
merchant kept no books of account, he would soon become bankrupt.
A house-holder would become poor if he went on spending without
keeping an account of his expenditure. Even Lord Kubera's' treasure
would soon be exhausted if he went on spending from it without
keeping an account. How, then, can the cultivator escape?

But it is a fact universally known that the Indian cultivator
carries his account in his memory and never entersit in abook. Asa
result, he is always in debt, and, though no one has been able to gather
the full statistics, it is estimated that his debt runs into crores or
hundreds of crores of rupees. This means that the cultivator has been
carrying on his occupation at aloss.

To remedy this deficiency, a proforma book of accounts has
been advised by the Vidyapith and made available. The book is based
on the experiences of Mahadev and Narahari during the Bardoli
Satyagraha. The type of information which they often required at that
time can be gathered from this book whenever one wants it. The book
has been so designed that the farmer also should be able to know his
position from day to day.

This book is not intended for free distribution. Only a cultivator
who wishes to keep accounts should buy it. It will be sold at cost price,
and volunteers trained for the purpose will explain how to use it to
persons who may not know how to keep accounts. As for those
cultivators who do not know how to read or write, wherever possible a
volunteer will write their accounts for them. | would advise every
cultivator to acquire enough knowledge of Gujarati language to be
able to keep his accounts. The volunteer will help him in that too.
Though a cultivator may not just now be able to realize the benefit of
keeping accounts in this manner, he will discover at the end of the

' God of wealth
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year how much money he has saved with a little labour and an
expense of two annas.*

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 12-7-1931

43. TELEGRAM TO VICEROY

BomBAY,

July 12, 1931

DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR WIRE? RECEIVED LAST NIGHT. | PRO-

POSE LEAVE FOR SIMLA MONDAY FRONTIER MAIL  UNLESS |

HEAR TO THE CONTRARY. REACHING SURAT MONDAY
MORNING.

Young India, 27-8-1931
44. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS
July 12, 1931

Q. Areyou going to see the Viceroy and if so when?
A. | hope so, but cannot say when.
Q

. What are the important questions for discussion with the Viceroy?
A. | have no notion.
Q

. What are the steps you propose to take to redress breaches of the Delhi
Agreement ?
A. Entreaty.

Q. Isyour visit to London still dependent on a satisfactory settlement of the
breaches of the Truce terms?

! The source has a footnote which reads: “This book will be available at
Navajivan Karyalaya or Gujarat Vidyapith after July 16, 1931.”

2 Of July 11, 1931, conveyed through the Bombay Government, which read:
“Many thanks for your telegram of the 9th. Y ou will understand that, in the absence
of specific information regarding the alleged breaches of the Settlement by
Government, it is not possible for me to propose particular remedies | suggest that,
as on previous occasions when difficulties have arisen, the best course is a personal
discussion of mutual complaints. | should be very glad to see you if you could visit
Simla, and to arrange for detailed discussion between you and Emerson. In the mean
time you will no doubt agree with me that it is undesirable that anything should be
published by either side which might make it more difficult to obtain a solution of the
existing difficulties.”
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A. My visit to London is dependent on many things.

Asked if the formula" suggested by the Working Committee for a settlement of
the communal question was unacceptable to Maulana Shaukat Ali’s party and if an
alternative formulae acceptable to all parties was not forthcoming, whether the
Congress would press its own formulae at the Round Table Conference or would agree
to arbitration, Mr. Gandhi remarked:

Thisis more than | can answer at the present moment.
The Hindu, 13-7-1931

45. TELEGRAM TO ROHIT MEHTA

SWARAJASHRAM, SURAT,
July 13, 1931
ROHIT MEHTA
CARE CONGRESSAHMEDABAD

SORRY. GOING SIMLA TONIGHT. GLADLY SEE YOU ON RETURN.
MEANWHILE WRITE SIMLA.

GANDHI

A.l.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

46. TELEGRAM TO ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN

SWARAJASHRAM, SURAT,
July 13, 1931
ABDUL GHAFFARKHAN
UTMANZAI

YOUR WIRE. KHURSHEDBEHN REACHING MEERUT TWENTIETH.
GANDHI
A.l.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

! Vide “ Proposed Communal Solution”, 16-7-1931.
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47. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
[July 13, 1931]*
CHI. MIRA,
Asever, in Bombay | get no time for correspondence, The thing
commenced this time also at 4.30 a.m. and went on till 11 p.m. |

never retired before then—nevertheless the health remained quite
good.

Today we reached Surat early morning. | had over an hour’s
sleep and feel rested. | have been left alone. The weather is cool. The
sky overcast. Fresh breeze blowing all the time. Of course it was the
same in Bombay. | wonder how it is faring with you and how Father
Elwin is standing the Ashram life and climate.

We are off to Simla tonight. Ba goes with me. | don’t expect to
have to give more than three days to Simla. | should know there
definitely whether we are to go to London or not.

Here comes Mahadev to give me news about you al and
interrupt this letter.

So Mother is gone. | read your suppressed grief in every line of
your letter. After all we are very human. The ability to suppressis the
preliminary to eradication. God give you the strength. So far as
Mother herself was concerned, it is as you say welcome news. Let this
death of one whom you loved so, be a means of enriching your faith
in the future and in the oneness of all life. If this oneness was not a
fact, we would not have been blessed with the capacity to forget the
death of dearest ones. Let this death also spur you to greater
dedication to service.

| wonder if you get the dates you wanted. But et them not grow
on you. | find that raisins are not a bad change.

Love.
BAaPU

From the original: C.W. 5434; also G.N. 9668. Courtesy: Mirabehn

! Gandhiji reached Surat on this date.
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48. LETTER TO MADHAVJI V. THAKKAR

July 13, 1931

CHI. MADHAVJI,

| have been getting your postcards. These days | get no time at

all for writing letters. But you should go on writing regularly. | am

glad that Darbari has come over there. Tell him that he should now
stay on.

Blessings from

Baru
[PS]
| am in Surat today and will entrain for Simla at night.
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6817
49. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA
SURAT,
July 13, 1931

CHI. GANGABEHN,

| have not been able to write to you, but | do think about you
every day. | have even talked about you to Kaka. | am very eager
indeed to meet you. Why should he ever worry in whose heart is
inscribed the name of God? Those three verses, which | have
taught the women to recite daily as part of their prayers, what do they
teach? “I take upon myself the burden of the welfare of that man or
woman who is filled with devotion to me”* Why, then, should we
worry?

The hymns in our Bhajanavali are such as will give peace to us.
Anyone who meditates over them constantly will never feel upset. You
should give up all worries. Write to me from time to time. | feel more
worried if | get no letter from you.

Blessings from
BAPU

[From Guijarati]

Bapuna Patro—6: G.S. Gangabehnne; p. 57; also C.W. 8781. Courtesy:
Gangabehn Vaidya

! Bhagavad Gita, 1X. 22
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50. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

SURAT,
July 13, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,
It was not to be expected that | would be able to write to you

from Bombay.

Mahadev tells me that Mahavir has still not recovered. How if
you send him to Vijapur? Or we may keep him in some hospital in
Bombay. Hisillness has persisted far too long. Who is treating him?

| shall reach Simla on Wednesday. | think | shall be there for
three days at least.

Bais accompanying me. From Simla | am keen on going to
Ahmedabad. But it is only there that | shall know what | should do.
My addressin Simlais: Firgrove, Simla.

Blessings from
Baru

From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

51. TELEGRAM TO MOHANLAL
[On or before July 14, 1931]*
WE ARE EIGHT REACHING SIMLA ON WEDNESDAY MORNING.
Anrita Bazar Patrika, 15-7-1931

52. LETTER TO RAMABEHN JOSHI

July 14, 1931

CHI. RAMA,
| am writing thisin afast-running train, and cannot write in ink.
| got your letter.

From whence this blind attachment? You feel concerned if
Dhiru is beaten, but don’t care if other children are beaten. Why
should you not feel for Dharmakumar as you feel for Dhiru?
However, | don't mind your writing to me about this. Surely, both of

! The telegram was received by the addressee on July 14.
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us need not worry about the same matter, need we? Y ou have sent
your worry to me through post; with whom does it rest now? With you
or with me? | am keeping it with me, and am not sending it back to
you. But think: Just as we cannot act up to our ideal of regarding all
as equals, so Prema cannot act up to the ideal of never beating
children. As we endeavour to regard all children as our own, so Prema
endeavours to refrain from beating them. | remember how Dhiru was
put off. | had aletter from all the children telling me that they loved
Premabehn very much. | have written a strong letter to her. We shall
not easily get aworker like her. | will be more careful henceforth. Will
that suffice?
Does Vimu live in the Ashram?
Blessings from
Bapu
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N.

53. LETTER TO MAHALAKSHMI M. THAKKAR

July 14, 1931

CHI. MAHALAKSHMI,

| got your letter. | didn't mind its length. As| am writing in the
moving train | cannot write in ink. | hope you will be able to read my
handwriting. What | have said is that those who do not have enough
work outside should go to the Ashram. The purpose of the vow to
work outside the Ashram is that we should make greater self-sacrifices
and do more work. If living outside the Ashram makes workers lazy
and self-indulgent, the vow will be kept by returning to the Ashram.
One ought not to return to the Ashram for selfish reasons. That is, you
cannot return for Chandra’s sake, just as Rama cannot do so for
Vimu's sake. | would like it if Chandra stays without you in the
Ashram. Or, if practicable, you may keep Chandra there with you. But
you should not keep him with you if his presence hinders you in your
work. Do you now understand what | mean? If you don’t, write again
and ask me. Y ou should understand the reasons for whatever you do.

| shall bein Simlafor three or four days. | expect to return to
Borsad or Bardoli on the 21st. What effect did the fast have?

Blessings from
Bapu
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6818
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54. LETTER TO LILAVATI

ON THE TRAIN,
July 14, 1931

CHI. LILAVATI,

| got your letters.

What should | write to you? How may | soothe you? What
Narandas says is not because of distrust, but out of regard for
propriety. Even | should not be alone with any person. | do many
things for propriety’s sake, though | would not consider it wrong,
either, to do them of my own free will. The whole world acts in that
manner. If you examine your own actions, you will discover that you
do a great many thingsfor the sake of propriety. Give up all thought
of going to Bombay. Instead of acting on all our impulses, we ought
to suppress those that are bad. | am going to Simla. | intend to visit
Ahmedabad after | return from there.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9320

55. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

[Before July 15, 1931]*
| cannot say even now if | am going to England. | should know
itin Simla

Mahatmaji said that he had not booked his passage for London so far. It was
true that someone else had booked for him but he had sent a letter to the P. & O.
Company asking that the same be cancelled. The Company had informed him that in
case booking was delayed, space in the s.s. Mooltan, may become overcrowded.
Mahatmaji had, however, said that he would take his chance.

The correspondent then showed Gandhiji a copy of The Statesman in which the
special representative of that paper had expressed the view that Mahatma Gandhi had
asked the Government to increase the Congress delegation to the Round Table
Conference and was insisting on having some members of the Nationalist Muslim
group included in that delegation.

' From the reference in the first paragraph to Simla which Gandhiji reached on
the 15th
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Mahatma Gandhi said that the report in question was a tissue of falsehoods. He
said:

It does not injure my reputation, but my heart is injured to find
that responsible journalists utter such pal pable falsehoods.

Gandhiji further said that there are persons who are determined to wreck the
Truce and were carrying on such propaganda but he did not mind this, asit did not hurt
him. He said smilingly:

In fact | flourish on this propaganda. This news is absurd and |
know how these lies are manufactured. These things, however,
diminish the estimation in which journalism should be held. If my
intention were to ask the Viceroy for additional nominations, | would
have proclaimed this from the housetops.

He said he was very sorry that English journalists were not playing the game,
and were indulging in a vicious type of propaganda.

Asked if he will be taking some advisers, Mahatmaji said:

My adviser is God. | am going to take no advisers. If | had any
ideato take advisers, | would have taken them as dele-gates.

Mahatmaji said the position with regard to Congress representation at the
Round Table Conference was exactly the same as at Karachi, and Mahatmaji thought it
was a most proper decision. In conclusion, he said:

| would take with me my son Devdas Gandhi, Mahadev Desai,
Pyarelal, Miss Slade and none el se.

The Hindu, 20-7-1931

56. INTERVIEW TO “ AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA”

SIMLA,
July 15, 1931

| think | would be seeing the Viceroy on Friday.

Gandhiji said to me when | accosted him on his return from Mr. Emerson’s
residence this afternoon after three hours' conversations:*
He added:

| am afraid my stay may have to be prolonged till Sunday.

He could not say whether Pandit Jawaharlal and Mr. Patel would visit Simla. He
was also unable to say if acommunal agreement would be reached before he sailed for
England but added:

" Vide “H. W. Emerson’s Note on Discussion with Gandhiji”, 15/16-7-1831
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We are trying.
Asked if he was taking any advisers to London, he replied:
God is my adviser-general.

His conversations with Mr. Emerson this afternoon solely related to the
alleged breaches of Delhi Pact committed by officials in various provinces particu-
larly in Gujarat, the United Provinces, the Punjab and Kerala.

Gandhiji also emphatically denied the report, published in some papers, that
among the subjects he would discuss with the Viceroy would be one relating to further
representation at the Round Table Conference.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 16-7-1931

57. NOTES
LIQUOR DEALERS BEWARE

Auctions for liquor licences are now in season. In the face of
what | have already published it is too much to expect local authorities
to stop auctions or restrict them. But is it too much to expect ligour
dealers to foresee the future? They ought to know that prohibition of
liquor and foreign cloth is the permanent policy of the nation? The
one is a moral necessity, the other is an economic necessity. Both
produce political results. But they are a by-product. Picketing no
doubt of the most peaceful character will continue without remission
till the State is converted to the policy of prohibition. It is an effective
method of education.

SALT CONCESSION

| hear that in Mirpur and Kalabagh in the salt range the people
having abused the salt concession under the Delhi Pact, it has been
withdrawn by the Government. The people are reported to have
carried maunds of salt on camel-back. If such was the case, it was a
distinct breach of the Settlement. Whether the action taken by the
Government is not too drastic for the breach, it is difficult to judge
without a fuller knowledge of facts. News comes from Madras that
people in a salt area were found to be carrying salt on carts. They
were prosecuted. The carrying on carts was undoubtedly wrong. Here
again the question whether a warning would not have sufficed cannot
be decided without knowing all the facts. Responsible Congressmen
can help me by sending me accurate information. Let me repeat that
the concession applies only to villagers making salt for domestic
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consumption and selling among themselves, walking distance being
the limit of the area. Naturally no other than human transport can be
permitted under this concession. Not even a handcart may be used.
Salt must be carried on one’s back or head. On the Government side
one would expect a reasonable warning of breaches before action is
taken. Where crores of poor ignorant villagers are concerned, it is not
to be expected that they would have an accurate idea of regulations
that may be made from time to time. | should be surprised, if it was
found that either in the North or in the South the villagers had wilfully
broken the understanding. Anyway let Congressmen beware. They
should give exact instructions to the villagers within their respective
areas.

UNWARRANTED USE

A correspondent draws my attention to the fact that in the South
the local authorities have made an illegitimate use of the suggestion |
made some weeks ago' that not more than five picketers may be
posted at one place. The authorities in some places in the South have
promptly notified that not more than five picketers may be employed
under any circumstance. Thusin many places nowadays at liquor
shops that have more than one entrance, no more than five picketers
are permitted. According to my formula there would be not more
than five for every entrance. Even for one entrance | can conceive the
necessity of having more than five picketers. The number would
depend upon the situation of the shop.

CONGRESSVOLUNTEERS

The Working Committee has never before sat as long asiit did
last week? except when the Delhi negotiations were going on. A glance
at all the resolutions passed at the meeting will show that the time was
not wasted. Add to these the fruitful and very necessary long hours it
gave to the many complaints about the Settlement.

Next in importance to the communal resolution was the one
regarding volunteers. Hindustani Seva Da becomes a Congress
organization. Its function is defined. Volunteer organizations will now
not grow up anyhow. Indiscipline will not be tolerated if the
Provincial Congress Committees will do their duty. The Working

'Vide “Notes”, sub-title “Picketing”.
2 From July 7 to 13
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Committee will no longer be satisfied with merely making a yearly
grant to an organization it did not know. It will through its last year’s
President overhaul the organization and through it supply trained
officers and instructions to the Provincial organizations who will in all
other respects be absolutely autonomous and free from restrictions.
But no constitution will ensure discipline and efficiency, if the will is
lacking. Here is the resolution as passed by the Working Committee:

52

In view of misapprehensions that have arisen in regard to the relation
of the Hindustani Seva Dal with the Congress and in view of the fact that
unauthorized volunteer organizations are working in various parts of the
country in the name of the Congress, the Working Committee resolves that1.

The Hindustani Seva Dal is hereby recognized as the Central Volunteer
Organization of the Congress, working directly under the authority of the
Working Committee or such person or persons as it may appoint in this
behalf, and with the following functions:

(a) It shall act as a duly authorized institution for the training of
officers and instructors.

(b) It shall enrol and train recruits in Karnatak, or such other place as
may be determined by the Working Committee from time to time and these
will form a permanent Central Corps for officers’ training and will be liable to
serve wherever necessary. It may also have training centres and camps for
officers and instructors in other suitable places.

(c) It shall lend the services of officers and instructors for provinces
at the latter’s expense.

(d) It shall have power to form volunteer corpsin provinces wherever
so required by Provincial Congress Committees.

2. All Provincial Congress Committees are hereby authorized and
required to form duly recognized volunteer corps.

3. No such corps shall be recognized unless all the members are
members of the Congress and conform to the Congress creed and whose
officers are holders of certificates from the Hindustani Seva Dal.

4. No volunteer board or corps not previously recognized by the
Working Committee shall work in any Congress province in the name of or
on behalf of the Congress.

5. Jawaharlal Nehru is appointed the member in charge on behalf of
the Working Committee of the said central volunteer organization of the

Congress and N. S. Hardikar, the organizing secretary thereof and they will
serve during the pleasure of the Working Committee. The member in charge
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shall frame rules of the said organization so as to bring it in conformity with
this resolution of the Working Committee, and hall define the duties and
qualifications of officers and members of volunteer corps provided that such
rules shall take efffect after being first sanctioned by the Working Committee
and on the acceptance by the All-India Board of the Hindustani Seva Dal of this
resolution.

TAMIL NADU S. A. AND NON-BRAHMINS

Complaints have come to me to the effect that the Spinners’
Association in Tamil Nadu has been monopolized by Brahmin
employees. The unprejudiced sceptic may know that recruitment is
never being made on grounds of caste but workers are employed
purely on grounds of fitness. As things stand, there are 53 sale and
production centres in Tamil Nadu. Of these the managers of 28 are
non-Brahmins, as against 25 wherein the managers are Brahmins.
Excluding servants drawing a monthly salary of less than Rs. 15 who
are almost all non-Brahmins, the salaries paid by the A.1.S.A. in Tamil
Nadu are shown below:

Rs., 50 and above : 10 Brahmins; 5 non-Brahmins.
Below Rs. 50 : 53 Brahmins, 121 non-Brahmins.
Total : 63 Brahmins, 126 non-Brahmins.

The total amount of the salaries distributed per month among
Brahmins is Rs. 2,576; non-Brahmins: Rs. 3,102. The total amount
disbursed to hands drawing less than Rs. 15 per month is
Brahmins:Rs.31; non-Brahmins: Rs. 725. Of the ten Brahmin hands
drawing salaries over Rs. 50, two have put in a service of over seven
years and six have put in a service of five years and over. The other
two have served three years. Of the five non-Brahmins drawing
salaries over Rs. 50, three have put in five years' service and two have
put in three years' service.

But for the fact that there is the Brahmin-non-Brahmin question
in the South, | should have declined to publish these statistics. The
readers in the South should know, if it is of any consequence, that the
Association is manned chiefly by non-Brahmins, for the chief workers
itisalabour of love. What is more, it exists purely and simply to serve
the dumb and starving millions who are overwhelmingl non Brah-
mins and include Mussalmans and Christians also.

Young India, 16-7-1931
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58. PICKETING 1N MALABAR

Sjt. K. Kelappan, President, Kerala Provincial Congress Commit-
tee, writes:!

Congressmen should not take it amiss when | publish allegations
against them. It would matter if the allegations are found to be true or
if I supported them without first giving Congressmen concerned a
chance of refuting them.

Young India, 16-7-1931

59. JAPANESE MENACE

A correspondent writes:?

However shocking it may be for our pride, the quotation given
by my correspondent has a double lesson. It is not our boycott so
much as the Japanese efficiency that has ousted British piece-goods,
and if our mills do not keep pace with the times, notwithstanding all
the effort of the Congress to infuse the swadeshi spirit among the
people, Japan will win the race. A prohibitive duty will not be
permitted to protect inefficiency. | know that in Japan the people and
the State are one. But even when we arrive at that state, efficiency will
be necessary, perhaps more than now.

Young India, 16-7-1931

60. PROPOSED COMMUNAL SOLUTION

The scheme prepared by the Working Committee and suggested
for adoption by the whole country is the result first of the incessant
labours of Dr. Ansari and then of the subcommittee consisting of
Pandit Malaviyaji, Dr. Ansari and Sardar Sardul Singh. | have never

! The letter is not reproduced here. Referring to Gandhiji’s article “ Terrible If
True”, 25-6-1931 the correspondent had refuted the allegation that picketing in
Keralawas not peaceful.

% The letter is not reproduced here. It quoted figures from the report of the
British Cotton Mission to the Far East and described how Japanese enterprise had
ousted British goods from the Chinese and Indian markets. The correspondent
thought that this could be furnished as an effective answer to the cry that connected
the depression in Lancashire with the Indian boycott movement.
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known Dr. Ansari so identified with and absorbed in anything as he
has been about the communal question. He loves his profession and is
content to live for it. If one finds him in politics or even as President
of the Congress, he is there because friends have dragged him to the
position. He is too noble and too patriotic to resist them. But the
solution of the communal question he has made his first love. May
these efforts be crowned with success! Even the noblest of virtues need
to incarnate in human flesh before they can act.

Intrinsically considered, the scheme appears to me to be sound,
if the necessity for acommunal solution be admitted. If we were pure
nationalists, no scheme would be required. By religion we may be
different, as a nation we should be one and indivisible. We will choose
our legislators and appoint servants for their merits irrespective of
their religion or race. Judged by that standard, the scheme is a fall.
But we are fallen. We suspect and fear one another and yet we want
swaraj, for it is our birth-right. And so the Congress has offered a
compromise. Maulana Shaukat Ali when he was with the Working
Committee angrily said: ‘Why do you continually ask me what |
want? | have told you what | want. Why don’t you tell me what you
would give!” The sting went home. The Congress formulae of pure
nationalism was useless. His claim to represent Mussalmans as a whole
was rejected. He was therefore entitled to know what the Congress
could offer. The Congress could offer nothing that nationalistically
inclined Sikhs, Mussalmans and Hindus were not prepared to agree to.
Hence the subcommittee and then the scheme as hammered into shape
by the Working Committee.

The Working Committee can have no desire to force it down
unwilling throats. But nationalists belonging to the three communities
have now something to work by and upon. Let them unobtrusively
cultivate opinion in their respective communities.

| begin with the Hindus. We are an overwhelming majority. If
we feel physically dwarfs before the Mussalman and the Sikh giants,
we shall never grow through the legislatures. We shall grow by
shedding fear, not by straining our limbs. Courage has never been
known to be a matter of muscle, it is a matter of the heart. The
toughest muscle has been known to tremble before an imaginary fear.
It was the heart that set the muscle atrembling. Let us take heart and
endorse what the Mussalmans and the Sikhs ask. Thisis just, weighed
in the scales of ahimsa otherwise spelt love. If this scheme resultsin
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opening the eyes of us Hindus, it would be well even though
non-nationalist Sikhs and Mussalmans may reject it.

If we accept this scheme without demur, we should be ready to
accept any other that may be acceptable to al Sikhs and all
Mussalmans. But let me not frighten us away from this scheme by
pledging ourselves to any other in advance. My mind as an individual
is made up and has been often expressed. But | do dare to ask the
Hindus to accept this scheme because it is charged with the blessings
of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyaji and Sjt. Madhavrao Aney, not to
speak of the other Hindu members of the Working Committee.

CONGRESS SCHEME

However much it may have failed in the realisation, the Congress has,
from its very inception, set up pure nationalism asitsideal. It has endeavoured
to break down communal barriers. The following Lahore resolutionl was the
culminating point in its advance towards nationalism:

Hence the Congress is precluded from setting forth any communal
solution of the communal problem. But at this critical juncture in the history
of the nation, it is felt that the Working Committee should suggest for
adoption by the country a solution though communal in appearance, yet as
nearly national as possible and generally acceptable to the communities
concerned. The Working Committee therefore after full and free discussion
unanimously passed the following scheme:

I (& Thearticlein the constitution relating to Fundamental Rights
shall include a guarantee to the communities concerned of the protection of
their cultures, languages, scripts, education, profession and practice of
religion, and religious endowments.

(b) Personal Laws shall be protected by specific provisions to be
embodied in the constitutions.

(c) Protection of political and other rights of minority
communities in the various provinces shall be the concern and be within the
jurisdiction of the Federal Government.

2. Thefranchise shall be extended to all adult men and women.

(note. The Working Committee is committed to adult franchise by the
Karachi resolution of the Congress2 and cannot entertain any alter- native

! Not reproduced here. Vide “ Speech at Subjects Committee, A. 1. C. C.- 111",
1-1-1930
> Held in March 1931.
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franchise. In view, however, of misapprehensions in some quarters the
Committee wishes to make it clear that in any event the franchise shall be
uniform and so extensive as to reflect in the electoral roll the proportion in
the population of every community).

3. (a) Joint electorates shall form the basis of representation in the
future constitution of India.

(b) That for the Hindus in Sind, the Muslims in Assam and the
Sikhsin the Punjab and N.W.F.P., and for Hindus and Muslims in any
province where they are less than 25% of the population, seats shall be
reserved in the Federal and Provincial Legislatures on the basis of population
with the right to contest additional seats.

4. Appointments shall be made by non-party Public Service
Commissions which shall prescribe the minimum qualification, and which
shall have due regard to the efficiency of the Public Service as well as to the
principle of equal opportunity to all communities for afair share in the public
services of the country.

5. Inthe formation of Federal and Provincial Cabinets interests of
minority communities should be recognized by convention.

6. The N.W.F. Province and Baluchistan shall have the same form of
government and administration as other provinces.

7. Sind shall be constituted into a separate province provided that the
people of Sind are prepared to bear the financial burden of the separated
province.

8. The future constitution of the country shall be federal. The
residuary powers shall vest in the federating units, unless, on further
examination, it is found to be against the best interests of India
The Working Committee has adopted the foregoing scheme as a

compromise between the proposals based on undiluted communalism
and undiluted nationalism. Whilst on the one hand the Working
Committee hopes that the whole nation will endorse the scheme, on
the other, it assures those who take extreme views and cannot adopt it
that the Committee will gladly, as it is bound to by the Lahore
resolution, accept without reservation any other scheme if it
commands the acceptance of all the parties concerned.

Young India, 16-7-1931
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61. FOREIGN-CLOTH PLEDGE
The Working Committee adopted the following pledge for the

guidance of foreign-cloth merchants and Congress workers:

Resolved that any pledge in connection with exclusion of foreign cloth
and yarn inconsistent with the following pledge shall be held to be invalid:

We pledge ourselves that we shall observe the following conditions so
long as the Working Committee of the Congress does not give express
permission by resolution to do otherwise:

1. We undertake not to purchase or sell any foreign yarn made from
cotton, wool or silk or cloth manufactured from such yarn.

2. We undertake not to purchase or sell any yarn or cloth manu-
factured by mills that have not accepted the Congress conditions.

3. Weundertake not to sell in this country any foreign yarn or silk or
wool or cloth manufactured from such yarn or silk or wool that may be lying
with us.

All concerned will note that this pledge supersedes all the

pledges that have been accepted haphazard by Congress workers or
organizations. Merchants should make up their minds that this
exclusion of foreign cloth is not atemporary affair. They must either
take to swadeshi-cloth trade, better still khadi or find some other
occupation consistent with the national interest.

58

Young India, 16-7-1931

62. SOME POSERS

Here are some posers for lovers of khaddar:

Will you kindly explain to me how the resolution passed at Karachi
Congress in connection with khadi propaganda is going to help that object?
The indigenous mill-owners have been appealed to give their moral support to
the supplementary village industry of hand-spinning by themselves using
hand-spun. Now if the mill-owners enjoy the unrestricted privilege of carrying
on their present mills with a view to develop them, will the mere use of
hand-spun be construed into moral support to khaddar? In my humble opinion
there is no moral support unless mill-owners discover the antagonism between
mill and charkha and honestly try graduallyto restrict their activity. Then it
passes one’s comprehension how khaddar can hold its own if mills go on
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producing finer and cheaper stuff to be used in place of khaddar. Then again,

asking the mill-owners to keep down the prices of cloths will be a sure means

of killing khaddar.

These are all good questions. There is no doubt that if the
personal use by mill-owners of khaddar is not a token of their inner
conviction it is of no use and may well be atoken of hypocrisy. If
there isinner conviction they will conduct their mills so as never to
harm khaddar even as a gardener so disposes his hardy plants as not
to harm saplings. The Congress toleration of millsis based on the
belief that the mills can serve a useful purpose during the transition
stage. Immediate exclusion of foreign cloth becomes easier through
the indigenous mills if they work in sympathy with the movement. It
is easier for khaddar to deal and compete with the indigenous mills
alone than to do so with them plus English, Japanese, Italian and other
mills. The increase in the number of indigenous mills need not
frighten khaddarites. The increase is no doubt proof that the econo-
mic influence of khaddar is not yet fully felt. When khaddar becomes
universal, many mills may find their occupation gone. It is needless to
speculate whether khaddar will obtain such a hold on the people. It
will depend upon the faithfulness of the workers. Thereis no flaw in
the reasoning applied to khaddar. It is merely a question of giving a
true education to the millions of villagers, of changing national taste,
of realizing the tremendous power of the wheel to banish pauperism
from the land. It is no small thing to be able to show a way the adop-
tion of which will be an insurance against starvation and its attendant
results.

As to the second poser, the necessity of the mills producing
finer cloths cannot be questioned. In the khaddar age the people had
fine khaddar. It is produced even now but not in such guantity, not so
cheap as to be available to all who desire it. Again therefore during
the transition stage the mills may be encouraged to manufacture fine
cloths. And it is easy enough to see that restriction of mill-production
to finer counts is wholly beneficial to khaddar. The pity of it is that
the mills do not respond sufficiently to the national demand.

Lastly as to the prices. Surely the writer does not suggest that
mills should charge high pricesin order to let khaddar live. As the
author of the revival of khaddar | must confess that it never entered
my head that | should wish for high prices of mill-manufactures for
the protection of khaddar. It is one thing to seek protection against
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killing competition, wholly another to wish for higher prices of
commodities produced by a few for many even for the protection of
an analogous industry. Khaddar economics is wholly different from
the ordinary. The latter takes no note of the human factor. The
former wholly concerns itself with the human. The latter is frankly
selfish, the former necessarily unselfish. Competition and therefore
prices are eliminated from the conception of khaddar. There is no
competition between hotels and domestic kitchens. It never enters into
the head of the queen of the house to calculate the cost of her labour,
the floor space, etc. She simply knows that to conduct the domestic
kitchen is as much her duty asit isto bring up children. If she were to
count the cost, the logic of facts will irresistibly drive her to the
destruction of her kitchen as well as her children. Some have done
both. But thank God the cult makes no promise of appreciable
increase. It is our innate laziness which prevents us from seeing that
we sinned against Indian humanity when we destroyed the domestic
wheel. Let us repent of our sin and return to the peace-giving wheel.

Young India, 16-7-1931

63. THE DARK SIDE

Miss Blanche Watson writes:*

| have your letter; and thank you. Miss Mayo, .. .tome. . .isour
national disgrace in the field of literature. But, many Americans uphold her;
many quote her; . . . That will give you one line on our brand of the “satanic”
civilization, which to Katherine Mayo is the best of all civilizations.

Hereis another light, . . . and line. | went to the News Reel Theatre to
see and hear you in the ‘Talkies'. . . .

Immediately following was the Air Parade of last Saturday,—that
dreadful gesture to the world, which says We are ready (and doubtless, willing)
to fight you by the most approved methods. . . .

There were manoeuvres of our West Point Cadets—the leaders of our
future murderers of the battle-field; field practice of the cavalry of some
European country; and—Ilast but not least in sordidness and sensationalism—a
representation of aleg show featuring some pretty (?) girls, . . . —this phase
being also featured in this programme which began with your conversation in
far off Sabarmati. When you again refer toWestern “civilization” as satanic,

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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please add sordid, sensational, sexy and silly; and then you will not have all
the bad side. Thanks be, there is a better and finer side; there is idealism and
humanity and alove of peace and goodwill, but it is so small a side of the
entity that is our country. . . .

... In great measure our civilization such as it is—is due to the
capitalist system, the exploitation of humanity for the benefit of the few —
the privileged—the system of the haves that labour not, and the havenots that

labour unceasingly. . . .

... And | hope that India may profit by our errors—our sins of
omission and commission—I think she will.
This must be read with care. There is no doubt that Miss
Watson's picture is predominantly true. But as she admits, there is the
bright side too.

Young India, 16-7-1931

64. LETTERTO C. F. ANDREWS

SIMLA,
July 16, 1931

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

Last week | asked Pyarelal to give you afew lines. | am today in
Simlatrying to tide over the difficulties that have arisen about the
Settlement. My coming to London now depends upon what is done
here. If matters are not satisfactorily settled, naturally there is no
question of my going. You must have seen from Young India what is
happening here. If it was small matters, | should not worry.

| write this however regarding my stay in London if | reach as
far. The Indian Chamber of Commerce and Congress Indians have
sent me long cables insisting on my staying with them. The Congress
members have suggested Arya Bhavan. | have cabled to the Indian
Chamber saying that the Reception Committee should decide and |
have asked them to see you. You will now do whatever you think is
necessary. Personally | think that it would be better for me to be with
Muriel Lester. There | should come in touch with the poor of the East
End, know something of life in the East End and probably serve the
cause better, being in those surroundings. But | have no clear notion
as to what is best. Since dictating this | got your cable. | do not know
that it will be possible to leave on 8th August. | shall confer with
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Malaviyaji. About my stay in London you will please see the Indian
friends. Y ou know that Miralost her mother last week.

Love.
MOHAN
C. F. ANDREWS, ESsQ.
112 GOWER STREET LONDON
From a photostat: G.N. 972
65. LETTER TO G. FINDLAY SHIRRAS
SIMLA,
July 17, 1931

DEAR PRINCIPAL SHIRRAS,
| thank you for your letter received by me in Simla. Y ou may
make what use you like of my letter of the 11th inst.

With reference to your inquiry about Rev. Joseph Doke | regret
to inform you that the Rev. Gentleman died many years ago. | think
in 1909'. He died a martyr to his cause.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: G.N. 827

66. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH
SIMLA,
July 17, 1931

MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,
If Manilal thinks that Indian Opinion cannot be managed, he
may close the Press down. But the trustees must decide.

Do write to me now and then.
Love,
Yours sincerely,
UPPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

"Infact, in August 1913; vide “The Late Mr. Doke”, 23-8-1913
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67. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS

SIMLA,
July 17, 1931

Interviewed by the Associated Press special representative, Gandhiji declared:

My conversation with Sir James Crerar* was perfectly cordial. It
was in continuation of my talks with Mr. Emerson, Home Secretary.
In both the cases it was all about the Delhi Pact. The third and last of
the series of my talks at Simlawill be with the Viceroy tomorrow, after
which | may be in a position to communicate something to you.

Asked as regards the spirit of the talk at Ava Lodge” as compared with that at
Mr. Emerson’s residence, Mahatma Gandhi replied:

Just some variations with the variations of the weather.

Is there any proposal to set up a committee to watch the working of the Pact in
the event of your going to London?

Thereis no need for it. From the Congress point of view there is
the Working Committee. In fact, regarding this Pact | have aways
consulted the Working Committee.

Showing a message from Allahabad that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya would
accompany Gandhiji to England by the s.s. Mooltan which would sail from Bombay
on 15th August, the Associated Press representative asked whether, as aresult of his
conversations so far with Mr. Emerson and Sir James Crerar, he could say that this
report would come true. Mahatma Gandhi replied:

It is both likely as well as unlikely. Perhaps, | might put it, in
military language, as “as you were”.

The Tribune, 19-7-1931

' Home Member, Viceroy’s Executive Council; for his report of the conver-
sation, vide “ Sir James Crerar’ s Note on Discussion with Gandhiji”,17-7-1931
2 James Crerar’s residence at Simla
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68. TELEGRAM TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

[SIMLA,
On or after July 17, 1931]*

HERE TILL SUNDAY THEN BORSAD.
From a photostat: S.N. 17371

69. LETTERTO N. D. KOWALI

SIMLA,
July 18, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

At one time | thought that | would publish your letter* in Young
India and deal with it. But on a second reading of your letter | have
come to the conclusion that the cases, such as you mention, not being
of common occurrence, | should give you a private reply.

The two families excommunicated should boldly face excom-
munication and suffer the consequences. As reformers they will form
new ties and having broken the caste barrier, they will have ample
compensation in kindred reformers helping them on occasions of
marriage or mourning. And if side by side with this indifference, they
would remain courteous towards the persecutors it would be found
that the edge of persecution will lose its sharpness.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: G.N. 3274

! The telegram was sent in reply to one from the addressee received only 17,
1931.
2\iide “Letter to N. D. Kowali”, 24-6-1931
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70. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

July 18, 1931
My attention has been drawn to a leaderette in The Times of
India dated the 15th instant, in which Mr. S. W. Powell, writing in The
Daily Telegraph (London) of 13th Juneisreported to have said that
“Gandhi himself was not quite the ascetic he is now, for when | met
the pair (Mr. Gandhi and his partner a Hindu) in Durban afterwards,
we had at least two whiskies in the nearest bar”. | am sorry The Times
of India, in view of the many misrepresentations current about me, has
printed what is a pal pable falsehood without referring the quotation to
me for verification. | remember Mr. Powell, as a member of the
European Ambulance Corps and | regret to haveto say about his
statement that it contains a double falsehood. My companion was not
a Hindu but Mussalman. | never entered any bar in South Africa, and
| have never entered any bar anywhere throughout my life. What is
more, Indians are not allowed to enter European bars in Natal and a
European would consider it beneath his dignity to enter an Indian bar
no matter how thirsty he might feel.

The Hindu, 18-7-1931

71. INTERVIEWTO “ THE HINDUSTAN TIMES’

SIMLA,
July 18, 1931

Mahatma Gandhi said at the gate of the Viceregal Lodge as he emerged after his
3 hours' interview with the Viceroy:

The temperature remains the same unless it goes down or goes
up. What can | say? The situation isjust as it was before.

He further stated that he was likely to see the Viceroy again since their
conversations had not yet concluded. Gandhiji said that his stay consequently was
likely to be prolonged up to Wednesday.

Asked as to what was discussed betweeen him and the Viceroy, Gandhiji said:

Naturally the Pact.

Asked about the next interview, the Mahatma said it could not be held before

Tuesday since the Viceroy will be out and on Monday Mahatmaji will observe his day
of silence.
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Mahatmaji was asked who was the patient he had in mind when he spoke of
temperature. He said:

| am the patient.

The Bombay Chronicle, 21-7-1931

72. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS

SIMLA,
July 18, 1931

Asked on his return from Viceregal Lodge by the Associated Press represen-
tative as to how he would sum up the position emerging from his talks in Simla up till
this afternoon, Mahatma Gandhi replied:

The position is asit was when | arrived in Simla on the 15th.

Q. How would you compare the spirit that you noticed at the Viceregal Lodge
and at Mr. Emerson’s and Sir James Crerar’ s residences?

A. It will not be right to make any comparison. | can say that
everywhere | received the utmost cordiality. Lord Willingdon was as
usual very affable and kind.

Q. Was the talk today only about the Delhi Pact or anything else?

A. Today it was all about the Pact.

Q. Arethe questions connected with the Round Table Conference likely to be
raised when you meet Lord Willingdon next? Mahatma Gandhi after hesitation
replied:

| suppose they will come up.

Q. Isthere any likelihood of S. Vallabhbhai Patel coming up to Simla ?

A. | do not expect.

The Tribune, 21-7-1931

73. ATTACK ON AN ANT

The following complaint® received from Bombay deserves
attention:

I do not share the correspondent’s hope that my advice will be
followed. If my advice was universally followed, all of us, grown-up or
young, women or men, the rich or the poor, would be spinning and
wearing khadi, there would be no distinctions of high and low, and no

! Not translated here
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untouchables; Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and others would be living as
blood brothers and employers and workers as fathers and sons or as
elder brothers and younger brothers. In brief we would be enjoying
complete swaraj by now. But | know that neither my voice nor my pen
can reach very far. In spite of thisfact, as | have been trying to follow
the teaching of the Gita in life, | strive to remain free from attachment
and, whenever circumstances require that | should write, | do write or
speak. The complaint quoted above provides such an occasion.

There is nothing uncommon in the complainant’s experience.
Which of usliving in big cities has had no such experience at some or
other time? Being weak men ourselves, we fall upon a pickpocket like
an army attacking an ant. Thisis not a question of non-violence at all.
A brave man, however violent his inclinations, would not beat up
anyone in this manner. The ordinary citizens have no right to punish
athief or murderer caught red-handed. Not even the police has that
right. It belongs to the judge alone. The public may arrest such a
culprit and, if they do, they should make him over to the police. To
beat up any person in this manner is a crime and, if the pickpocket
lodges a complaint, it would be the duty of the police to arrest those
who beat him and, if the complaint is found true by the judge, it
would be his duty to punish the culprits. Moreover, if the pickpocket
was beaten as described by the correspondent, the offence was one of
causing grievous hurt so that the culprit would get sentence of
imprisonment. However, everyone beating up athief believes himself
safe as it has become customary to do that. Who would listen to the
appeals of the thief?

It istrue that most of those who beat up athief are themselves
white thugs. That is why when in old times some people started
stoning a prostitute, Jesus said gently: “He that is pure among you, let
him cast the first stone.” The narrator says that none had the courage
to cast a stone at her. How can a sieve [with a hundred holes] laugh at
the jug [with only one]? That pickpocket was perhaps starving without
aloaf to eat, but the white thug steals to gratify the cravings of the
flesh. The idea of non-violence came into being as an extension of the
thought that a sinner had no right to sit in judgment over another. It
does not matter if we cannot reach the waters of the lake of non-
violence; it is enough for us to touch the shore of common justice.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-7-1931
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74. MORVI’ SLESSON TO SATYAGRAHIS

The Morvi Satyagrahais over and it is a matter of joy for all and
of credit for both the State and the satyagrahis that all the satyagrahis
have left the State. Both displayed moderation, the State in uncon-
ditionally releasing the satyagrahis and the satyagrahis in not persis-
ting in satyagraha and leaving the State territory. When things have
ended happily in this manner, it would be improper to enter into the
rights and wrongs of the matter or rake up the past.

But | should like to say this: There was some haste in under-
taking the satyagraha. The improper criticism of the Morvi ruler after
the satyagraha had started has brought discredit on us and the fair
name of satyagraha has been tarnished. The unworthy criticism and
the exaggeration which were indulged in afterwards to justify the
satyagraha were a cause for shame for the satyagrahis. They cannot
disown responsibility for them on the ground that all this was done by
others. When non-satyagrahis thus run to the help of satyagrahis,
sometimes it becomes necessary to stop the satyagraha. When alarge
number of non-satyagrahis join a hand of satyagrahis, the latter
should leave the crowd. We may have occasions to act thus in our
movement too. Whether and when such an occasion may be said to
have arisen should be determined by examining each case on its
merits. | did feel that such a stage had been reached in this case, but
fortunately the satyagraha ended before it became necessary to take
such a decision. | would now advise the satyagrahis to make amends
by publicly acknowledging the errors which may have been made.
The confession of an error constitutes sincere atonement for it, and by
such confession the satyagrahi increases his strength. Satyagraha
means purity. The higher the degree of purity, the greater the
satyagrahi’s strength.

| have offered my compliments to the Maharaja Saheb, for he
readily consented to release the satyagrahis. However, | must say that
his offi-cials have not been altogether above reproach. The police
constables failed to observe moderation. Though there was
exaggeration in the accounts of man-handling and use of force, there
was aso an element of truth in them. All this was not quite
unavoidable. | know that the police are never a body of pure men.
They regard the use of force as a religious duty. They believe that a
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criminal will understand only the language of force and that all who
fall into their hands are criminals. It simply passes their understanding
that in this age large numbers of innocent men willingly and
knowingly put themselves in their hands. Hence, in their view at any
rate, all such persons deserve nothing but the lathi and abuse. This
being the state of things, if those in authority wish to act with justice,
they should warn the police to behave them-selves. | think | should
stop here. For, in Tulsidas’s immortal words:

God’'s whole creation, living and non-living, contains both good and
evil. The wise accept the good and |eave the evil, (like the swan) which drinks
the milk and leaves water behind.

Let us pay attention only to the goodness displayed by the Ruler
and the satyagrahis and bring about harmony between them.

A word of personal advice to the Saurashtra satyagrahis. Y ou are
only a handful, but you have raised high hopesin me. Any error on
your part, though astiny as a speck of dust, must appear in my eyes as
big as a pikestaff. Only then can we work together.

Y ou should not entertain even the thought of satyagraha as long
as you have in you any trace of passion, ill will, violence or untruth.
Your first duty isto train yourselves and become fit for satyagraha.
Y ou should not assume that it is your duty to attack immorality or
injustice wherever you find them in Kathiawar. Instead, silently go on
doing constructive work and make yourselves fit for satyagraha. Do
not launch an invasion. When you are attacked, by all means welcome
the opportunity for afight.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-7-1931

75. A SATYAGRAHI’S COMPLAINT

Shri Virchand of Vanod writes:*

I am inviting fresh trouble on myself by publishing this letter,
but there is no escape. Though the letter concerns only an individual,
the issuesraised in it are of public importance, and | have been asked
to give my opinion on them; | think it is my duty to giveit. If a

! The letter is not translated here. It narrated at length how the Durbar (Chief)
of Vanod persecuted the correspondent and his relations for their nationalist acti-
vities.

VOL.53: 2JULY, 1931 - 12 OCTOBER, 1931 69



satyagrahi is patient enough, he will be faced with no case of injustice
in which he would be completely helpless. One should, however, bear
in mind that, if the person who is the victim of injustice has no
strength in himself, there is no means of helping him. This is a
limitation inherent in the nature of satyagraha. Satyagraha aims at
providing an object-lesson to victims of oppression so that they may
be roused to struggle and deliver themselves from the oppression. The
satyagrahi has to keep patience till the victim is so roused. If thisisa
limitation of satyagraha, it is also its special excellence. A satyagrahi
presumes to be nobody’s guardian. He suffers with the victim of
oppression and thereby becomes his equal and shares his suffering.

Now let us turn to the issues raised.

1. If the subjects of an Indian State are not ready to co-operate
in carrying out the constructive programme of the Congress in that
State, no one from outside going there can carry it out successfully in
the present circumstances. It would not be right for anyone to argue
that in that case the subjects of Indian States would never be roused. It
is alaw of life that some good work being done at any point in an
environment is bound to have its effect on the rest of it. It was after
this experience that the sages of the world gave it the dictum: “Asin
oneself, so in the universe.” If outsiders go and try to wake up
asuppressed people, the latter are likely to fall into deeper slumber.
Moreover, one should bear in mind that the subjects of every Indian
State frequently go to neutral territory, that is, British India, and
imbibe from there the new ideals according to their capacity.

2. The subjects of Indian States who go to British territory and
join the swaraj yajna being carried on there run the risk of banish-
ment from their own State and also of having to suffer separation
from their parents. Further, if the parents have sympathy for their
son’s activities, they also should be ready to suffer banishment and
lose their goods and property. As the poet says, the path of loveis
enveloped in flames of fire. Those who are not ready to be burnt to
death in them should not tread that path. Those parents who are not
ready to be banished from the land of their birth and lose their
property ought to be ready to disown their satyagrahi son. Everyone
should have the faith that any goods and property that will have
remained safe when we win swaraj will return to the possession of the
original owner or his heirs. Durbar Gopaldas is certain that Dhasa will
be returned to him when swaraj comes, and he has meanwhile chosen
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not to be the Durbar of a handful of men so that he might be the
servant of millions, in other words, to be a true Durbar. A true
satyagrahi renounces alittle only to get something far greater.

3. What should we do when the authorities in an Indian State
challenge us to a fight? This question does not at all arise where the
restrictions laid down above are observed. If, however, such a contin-
gency does arise, one should submit to the hardship as inevitable.

4. Cannot the British Agency intervene in case of oppression
by an Indian State? It certainly can. In my view, it ought to. That isto
say, if the Agency functions as a real agency, it can certainly do
much. Hence, the subjects of an Indian State have the right to
approach it for redress of grievances, and it is desirable that they
should. That will test the Agency’ s worth.

5. While, in British territory, the Congress stands up in defence
of a petty watchman, is it to do nothing at all no matter how wilfully
authority is exercised in an Indian State? Y es, the position is somewhat
like that. Everyone has first to take the measure of his own strength.
He who speaks without the strength to follow up his words with action
merely prattles. The Congress may indeed be eager to do a number of
things, but where it lacks the necessary strength for action it chooses
to keep quiet. And by doing that, it sometimes becomes stronger. It is
improbable that the Provincial [Congress] Committee should have
given no reply. If it has deliberately acted in that manner, | must
admit that it should be considered to have been guilty of discourtesy.
I must admit that it must have had compelling reasons for that.

Now about Vanod in particular. | have no information
regarding any of the allegations made by Shri Virchand. | do not
know what the Vanod Durbar has to say about them. It would indeed
be painful if the allegations are true. If the Vanod Durbar sends a
reply to the allegations, | will certainly publish it. | shall be glad if the
reply is satisfactory. It will do honour to the Durbar to acknowledge
any mistake that may have been made by him or his men. Every man
isliable to err. Princes are no exception to thisrule. | have already
stated my opinion as to what Shri Virchand, his parents and the State
subjects should do if his complaint is true. If the subjects show their
displeasure and migrate in a body, the ruler would become helpless
and would have no choice but to come to terms with them. An indi-
vidual or agroup, that is, the people as a whole, always have the right
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to migrate, and such migration, if undertaken deliberately and carried
out peacefully and firmly, is never known to have failed its aim.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-7-1931

76. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

SIMLA,
July 19, 1931

CHI. MIRA,

Asusual outside Gujarat | can get no time for writing letters and
I have been only atrifle better in Simla than Bombay. Here though
there is not such a rush of visitors, constant attendance upon Emerson
and interviews with the Home Member and the Viceroy separately and
prolonged beyond all calculation have left me no time for anything
else, and twice | had to finish the evening meal hurriedly.

| followed your advice and read the introduction® in the
“library”?. The original must be very good. | marvel at the immense
industry that Romain Rolland gives to all he writes. The introduction
is another sketch like the one he wrote before, bringing his opinion up
to date. Your translation is quite readable. It does require retouching
in several places but | have no difficulty in making out what the
original must be like. The merit of your translation is that it is faithful
to the original.

For the reasons you have stated you are naturally anxious to
know definitely whether we are going to London or not. But | fear
that I might not be able to come to a decision even at the end of the
Simlavisit. There are many difficulties and many hitches. I think |
have been able to make it clear to the authorities that | cannot go if
the present unsatisfactory state of things continues. But the authorities
may find it difficult or may be unwilling to give satisfaction. | had
hoped to be able to leave today but may not be able to get away
before Tuesday or Wednesday. These delays do not worry me because
it has been the lot of my life. “ Take no thought for the morrow” has
got to be literally followed by one who will enforce his own life to he
teaching of the Gita. Y ou should therefore tell both Romain Rolland

! By Romain Rolland to the abridged French edition of An Autobiography
2 Gandhiji means “lavatory”.

72 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



and your sister how uncertain everything is here and how difficult it is
to give definite news about the proposed departure for London long
in advance. The proper thing is not to expect ustill we have actually
embarked.

| hope you are now quite at peace with yourself and realized
that the loved one lives more truly for the dissolution of the body and
renders the love also truer because unselfish and also because it is
transferred to all that lives. Every death of afriend or arelative should
enrich universal love.

Love.
BAaPU
From the original. C.W. 5435. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9669
77. LETTER TO KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ
SIMLA,
July 19, 1931

CHI. KAMALNAY AN,
| had discussed your case with Kakasaheb. You seem to be
considerably unsettled in mind. The idea of a private tutor for you
does not appeal to any of us. If you do not find an academic
atmosphere at the Vidyapith, there is a school at Poonato which you
may be sent. If you agree, | may try to get you admitted to it. Discuss
this with Kakasaheb. My own experience is that anyone who is
sincerely eager to study can satisfy his desire at any place. However,
we certainly do not wish to stand in your way. On the contrary, we are
anxious to satisfy your wish as far as we can
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3047
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78. LETTER TO GORADIA

SIMLA
July 19, 1931*
BHAISHRI GORADIA,
| had been thinking of writing to you and was trying to find the
time needed, when | got your letter. | did what | did as a matter of

duty, and therefore, deserve no praise. Let us consider what should be
done now.

| asked Mahadev to write down what he observed and what he
gathered as aresult of hisinquiries. His note is attached with this. Go
through it carefully, and, if you think proper, show it to the Maharaja
Saheb too. It is certainly good that all is now quiet, but why should the
subjects of Morvi be so timid? The satyagrahis had, in their
enthusiasm, overstepped the limits, and for that they were treated
worse than even murderers; how can that be tolerated? Think by what
means a recurrence of such incidents can be prevented and adopt
them. The prohibitory order against the holding of meetings, etc.,
should now be withdrawn. Lakshmiprasad should be reinstated.
Whatever his shortcomings, heisavery old and loyal official.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 2848. Courtesy: Fulchand K. Shah

79. TELEGRAM TO LORD IRWIN

PRIVATE AND PERSONAL [On or before July 20, 1931]

LEARN  AUTHORITATIVELY THAT YOU HAVE NO RECOLLECTION
OUR  DISCUSSING  SELECTION DR. ANSARI FOR ROUND TABLE
CONFERENCE. | HAVE POSITIVE  RECOLLECTION THAT TOGETHER
WITH MALAVIYAJ AND MRS, NAIDU DR. ANSARI'S NAME WAS
DISCUSSED AS  PROMINENT NATIONALIST MUSLIM ENTITLED TO
BE INVITED APART FROM CONGRESS DELEGATION. AS WAS THEN
USUAL | USED GIVE PURPORT OUR  CONVERSATIONS MEMBERS
WORKING COMMITTEE. THEY CONFIRM MY RECOLLECTION. |

! The source has “July 29", which appearsto be aslip.
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SEND THIS REFRESH YOUR MEMORY AS | HOLD IT IMPORTANT THAT
DR. ANSARI SHOULD BE INVITED APART FROM  CONGRESS
DELEGATION.!

From a photostat: C.W. 9376. Courtesy: India Office Library

80. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

[July 20, 1931]?
CHI. MIRA,

Y ou must have got my typed letter [of] yesterday. | have some
doubt as it was sent at the eleventh hour. | had hopes of hearing from
you today. Father Elwin’s ill-health causes me anxiety. | trust heis
now fully restored. He must not overwork himself. It is unusual to
have sultry weather in Ahmedabad in July. | hope you have had rains
by now. I see no chance of being able to leave before Wednesday if
then.

Love.
BAaPU
From the original: C.W. 5436. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9670
81. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
SIMLA,
July 20, 1931

MY DEARAMTUL,

| hope you are getting on well. Are you still teaching Amina?
Y ou should write to me regularly.

BapPu
From a photostat: G.N. 242

' A copy of this telegram was sent by the Secretary of State to the Viceroy
(Lord Willingdon) telegraphically on July 20, 1931.

% In the first sentence of this letter ‘typed letter yesterday’ seemsto be aslip
for ‘typed letter of yesterday’; vide “Letter to Mirabehn”, 19-7.1931.
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82. LETTERTO H. W. EMERSON

SIMLA,
July 20, 1931

DEAR MR. EMERSON,

| have aletter from Mian Ahmad Shah enclosing copy of a

letter addressed to the Deputy Commissioner, Peshawar and enclosures
thereto. | send you herewith copies of these papers. And below is an
extract from a letter just received from Khan Saheb Abdul Ghaffar
Khan.

76

The Government seems to be bent on repression. Two of the Khudai
Khidmatgars were shot dead and it is generally believed that the officials had a
hand init. We inquired and discovered that those Khudai Khidmatgars had no
enemies, nor had they any quarrel with anyone. A young man had informed me
that a police sub-inspector had asked him to take any kind of revenge he wants
to take from his uncle, he could even kill him if he liked. The sub-inspector
assured the young man that no action will be taken against him. The young
man, my informant, and his uncle were not on good terms and the latter is the
President of the local Jirga. The Government is arresting and punishing
people under Sec. 40 F.R. Act and they have promulgated Sec. 144 Cr. P.C. in
many places without any reason. The police generally threaten and assault
Khudai Khidmatgars. It is generally believed by the people that the
Government is purposely provoking people to create disturbance.

The police severely assault small boys for crying Ingilab Zindabad. On
the 13th of June some Europeans were driving in car at Sudoom, Tehsil
Mardan, when a small boy cried Ingilab Zindabad. The Europeans stopped the

car and got down and caught hold of the boy and threw him in the
central canal. Then again, on the 13th of July at Nevakali, Tahsil Savabi some
Europeans severely assaulted a boy for raising the same cry.

For realizing rent, they put the people to all kinds of torture. They are
made to sit the whole day under the hot sun and then they are put in small
dungeons which have no ventilation.

| hope you will be good enough to take notice of these facts. While our
fight was going on there was not so much repression asit is now. | have done
my best to keep people quiet and once a Government official paid me this
compliment, but how long it will be possible for me to make them remain
quiet? In Kohat, village people were allowed to take away salt free of cost
before the fight but now after the Truce even this has been stopped and they are
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no longer allowed to take away salt free of cost.

These statements make confusion worse confounded. On the
one hand you give me information that the Khudai Khidmatgars
nicknamed “Red Shirts” are causing endless trouble. On the other
there are complaints on behalf of them, as now, that their liberty is
unduly being interfered with. There ought to be away out of knowing
the real truth.

Could you please tell me what Malkhand Agency is? Isit or isit
not within the zone of the Settlement?

Yours sincerely,
Encl.
A.l.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

83. LETTERTO P. G. MATHEW

SIMLA,
July 20, 1931

MY DEAR MATHEW,

How are you getting on? Are you any the better for the two
days with me? What are you doing at the Vidyapith?

Bapu
From a photostat: G.N. 1540
84. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
SIMLA,
July 20, 1931

CHI. PREMA,

Kisan met me. She must have written to you about that. | felt
that she ought to devote herself more to service.

| got your letter.

Do you still beat children? Ramabehn was complaining that you
did. Did you satisfy Panditji? Have you cultivated close relations with
Gangabehn? She seems to be unhappy.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10259. Also C.W. 6707. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak
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85. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

SIMLA,
July 20, 1931
CHI. VASUMATI,
How isit that there is no letter from you at all? Is that out of pity
for me? | don’'t want such pity.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: SN. 9327. Also C.W. 573. Courtesy:
Vasumati Pandit

86. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

SIMLA,
July 20, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

| get your letters regularly. | may still have to stay here for two
days more. Gangabehn does not seem to have recovered peace of
mind. Has Panditji done so? How does L akshmi behave? Father Elwin
must be all right now. Has Lilavati calmed down? How does Jamna
keep? What speed on the takli have they reached in the Ashram now?
Y ou were to send me the resolutions which were passed when the
Udyog Mandir was established, but | have not received them so far. If
| get them, | may go through the rules in English when | have some
free time.

Blessings from
BAPU

[PS]

| send with this Lalji’s letter to Dudhabhai. Read it and pass it
on to him. | also send his letters to me for you to read. Preserve them
afterwards. If after reading them, you wish to write to me anything
about Lalji, do so.

BAPU

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I
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87. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

SIMLA,
July 20, 1931

CHI. GANGABEHN,

| got your letter. You have some subtle pride in you. That is
what is hurting you. We bow to Mother Earth every morning and pray
for her forgi